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“Sympathetic strikes must be laboo uniil # is conclusively proved
that the affected men have exhausied all lhe legitimale means al
their desposal.”

Hartjan, 11-8-1948

This may sound strange io anybody used to Western sirike strategies.
However, the idea is simply that for non-violeni action to work there
has to be a direct link belween the two parties. One may sirvike out
of sympathy for clher groups than one’s own, bul then the sirike
is in facl directed against somebody unrelated to the original confliet
and this creates an artificial negative relationship.

“This messenger of peace will culiivate through personal service
contacts with the people in his locality or chosen circle, so that
when he appears to deal with ugly siluations, he does nol descend
upon the members of 2 rictous assembly as an uiter stranger lHable
io he looked upon as a suspeci or an unwelcome visitor.”

Harijan. 18-6-1838

In other words, Gandhi is not suggesting that in order 10 acl in conflict
and be a “messenger of peace” a person necessarily has to be a member
of the group for which he acts. Bul he has to do =0 oul of identily,
through a long lasling relationship of persenal service and conlact with
the people, and not only in his own locality bul also in his *‘chosen
circle” (a very Gandhian expression). He should never be an “ulter
stranger”. He should alse have a cause by being one of them.
“Volunteers may not take sides in any communal quarrels. Wherever
there is a violenl eruption. volunteers are expected to die in the
allempt to quell violence.

Perfect discipline and perfect cooperation among the different units
are indispensable for success.” '
Young India, 3-4-1930

This is the model of how the ouiside volunteer with sirong identification
acts: he takes no side, except against violence. .

“Lord Hunter: Your leading lieutenani in Delhi, Swami Shraddhananda
— Mr. Gandhi interrupting: T would noi call him my lieulenant,
bul an esteemed co-worker.”

Young Indic. 2111920

Another type of identily: with one's own group in the siruggle, irying
to avoid hierarchies thal might themselves be violent.

APPENDIX T s
Ny, Act out of idenf,uy [

“The would-be member of a peace brigade should come inio closer
touch and cullivale acquainiance wilh ihe so-called goonda in his
vicinity. He should know all and be known to all and win the hearts
of all by his living and selfless service. No section should be regarded
as too coniemptible or mean to mix wilh. Goondas do not drop
from the sky, nor do they spring from the earih Lke evil spiriis.
They are the product of social disorganization, and sociely is therefore
responsible for their exisience. In other words, they should be looked
upon as a symaplom of corruption in our body politic.”

Harijan, 15-9-1940

A clear, struclure-oriented siatereni. The evil-doers from below, the
social bandils, the goondas are aiso seen as a product of the WIong
social struciure. To gei ihe siruclure righl, as a first siep, one has
Lo associale with them, recognizing the responsibilily for their exisience.
With this stalemeni Gandhi lays the basis for social work on India.

Ny; Act out of conviction!

“He (the sutyagrohi) musi believe in lruth and non-viclence as his
creed and iherefore have faith in the inberent goodness of human
nalure which he expects o evoke by his irath and love expressed
through his sufferings.”

Harijan, 25-3-193¢

A very conceniraled sialemeni indeed. There must be belief in
non-viclence, in the inherenl goodness of human naiure. Belief can
be used 1o release goodness if il is based on irulk and love, and
roven by suffering. There has o be some kind of “inner caliing”
otherwise non-viclence reduces to a ilechnology. Furiher, there has
lo be compassion, there has 1o be empathy. Tn shorl: conviciion.

“There is no road. except through living the creed in your life which
musi be a living sermon.”
Harijan, 14-3-1936

Whal Gandhi is stressing here lhe deep inner connection belween the
creed inside a person and the way the person lives. If the creed is
beauiiful and the life is 2 “living sermon’, then that is the road. To
which goal? In a sense less imporiant, any road travelled in this manner
will lead 10 & worlhy geal, according to Gandhi.



