Sc1entlsts say Cerro Grande ash not a health hazard
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LOS ALAMOS — Sediment
and water containing ash
from last vyear’s Cerro
Grande fire pose no health
thredt, a team. of scientists
has concluded

The Interagency quod
Risk Assessment Team said
Thursday it has finished its
study of areas around Los
Alamos in the wake of the
May 2000 wildfire -that
burned nearly 43,000 acres
and left more than 400 fami-
lies homeless as it roared

over parts of the community

of Los Alamos and the edge
of Los Alamos National Labo-
ratory.

The team found some ash—
filled soil and water samples

contained ircreased concen--

ities

tratlons of rad1onuchdes and
nonradioactive carcinogens.

But they said the study
shows no difference in chron-
ic-health effects from direct
exposure to ash- contammg
water or soil.

The scientists. also saxd
common activities, such as
swimming, which result in
direct skin contact with ash-
containing water or sedi-
ments, “pose no substafitial

‘increased health risk over

that posed by the same activ-
in non-ash-containing
sediment or water.” -

The team looked at how

chemicals, including radionu--

clides, ; transported = by

: increased flooding from fire-

denuded hills . might affect
downstream property own-
ers, water users and the gen-

. eral public,

- ing ‘sediments

" The assessment team said the study
shows no difference in chronic-health
effects from direct exposure to
“ash-containing water or soil.

Samples taken after ‘the
fire primarily showed higher
levels of copper, manganese,
iron and zinc in ash-contain-

canyons, compared to sam-
ples taken before the fire.
They said such metals
could be toxic at high doses,
but that any potential prob-
lems could be avoided by not

using ash- contammg sedi- -
ments in gardens in. which -

food is grown.

Greg Mello, of the Santa
: en-vironmen.tal'

Fe-based

in nearby-

“group, the Los Alamos Study

Group, said his group has
never thought the Cerro
Grande fire caused much of

an increased risk.

" “I'm afraid by focusing on
the very transient blip of the
Cerro Grande fire the longer-
term issues (of pollution
from the lab) may recede
into_the background, and we
may not get the kind of envi-
ronmental cleanup that we
should have,™ he said.

. The team assessed poten-

‘tial danger from ash and ash-

containing sediments collect-
ed in and around the Pajarito
Plateau and Los Alamos lab
before and after the fire and
in and -around the Viveash
fire, which burned 28,800
acres northeast of Pecos last
spring. ° -

The team was made up of

scientists from the state
Environment .and Health
departinents, the nuclear-

weapons lab and several fed-
eral agencies, including the
U.S. Department of Energy.




Two southeastern New Mexico fa

milies want to open a

hazardous-waste dump called Triassic Park, but many activists

worry it would be the first trickle in

Bill Kolb waiks toward the water pools near

In a safe facllity,’ he says, *| Just wish it w.

By KRISTEN DAVENPORT
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APROCK — 80-year-old Bill
Kolb and his newly wedded
wife, Ada Lee Kolb, also 80,
are one of only a handful of
families who live here under
7 a constant sunny glare in the
p shrubby mesgquite plains of

southeastern New Mexico — about as
middle-of-nowhere as you can get.

Slightly more than two miles from
‘their front doorstep is the basin where
two southeastern New Mexico oil and
ranching families want to builda .
hazardous-waste dump — the first of its
kind in the state. The site, called Triassic
Park for the Triassic-era clay that lines
the basin, would accept half a million
cubic yards a year of 491 hazardous”
materials such as arsenic, lead, mercury
or pesticide residue.

Ada Kolb said she “hasn’t had a single
allergy spell” since moving out last year

.onto the arid-Caprock, the name also

given to-aiiearby cliff and-the surround-
ing area. But she is worried the new
dump pollute the air.

Her husband —— whe has been a TV
tower waicliman on the Caprock for
almost 40 yedrs — isn’t as worried about
the dump after talking to one of the men
working to open the hazardous-waste

_facility.

“I want to be fair to everyone,” Kolb
said. “I think they’re going to put in a
safe facility. T just wish it was further
away.” . ’

The Gandy and Marley families say
they didn’t expect quite as much opposi-
tion #s'they’ve encountered since they
propased opéning New Mexico's first
hazardous-waste dump out in the desert
between Tatum and Roswéll,

In response to the proposed dump,
which has received preliminary approval
from the state Environment Department,
Victor Blair of Roswell has started an
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environmental group in southeast-
ern New Mexico called Conserva-
tive Use of Resources and Environ-
ment (CURE), which Blair says

will fight not only Triassic Park but
any hazardous facility in southeast-

ern New Mexijco. .

But the réal question, say Santa

Fe-area environmentalists, is

" whether this proposed dump is the
first trickle in what could become
an endless flood of contaminated
Junk ~ from radioactive waste to
hazardous chemicals — that cotlld
be entering the state. Activists say
the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant near
Carlsbad, which began accepting
low-level nuclear-weapons waste in
1999 after nearly two decades of
planning, may be just the beginning,

Only two years after WIPP
opened, they point-out, the first
proposal has arrived for another
toxic-disposal site.

“There are several (radioactive
and hazardous) dumps proposed
for the state that aren't even on the
drawing board yet," said Don Han-
cock of Southwest Research and
Information Center, an
Albuquerque anti-nuclear group.
“It's because WIPP js here. It gives
the government and corporate
follts that idea, ‘Well if you can put
the world’s first nuclear dump in
New Mexico, you must be able to
do virtually anything there,’ ”

Before WIPP, he said, “we didn’t
show up on anyone's radar.”

That's changing. For examgle:

® Last summer, a private corpo-
ration asked the Department of
Energy whether it could open a
radioactive dump.near WIPP for
“sealed sources,” radicactive
machines used to calibrate instru-
ments that measure cancer-causing
radiation. The group has.not
offered an official proposal yet, but
sources say it still plans to move
forward with the new radioactive
dump in southeastern New Mexico
just a few miles from WIPR. |

® The Department of Energy is
considering a radioactive-waste
dump near Eunice, where the fed-
eral government could send low-
level radioactive waste from the
Savannah River nuclear plant in
South Carolina.

B Just over the border in Texas, at
least two proposed radioactive-
waste sites are in the works — one
near Andrews and one fatther
south.

B The attorney general's office is
even worried that Yucca Mountain,
a high-level radioactive dump, -
could end up in New Mexico if its
Nevada location gets a thumbs-
down from the federal government.

Currently, the Department of
Energy is proposing that.a dump
for the nation's very hot waste —
high-level radioactive waste — be
sent to a disposal area called Yucea

SENen
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Mountain at the Nevada Test Site.
However, Nevada is almost unified
in.its opposition to the plan and it’s
not clear the site will open. The
DOE secretary and possibly Con-

gress are expected to make a deci~ )

sion on the proposal within the
next year or two. )
Many officials say the next

- choice would be New Mexico

because WIPP already has some
infrastructure in place to handle
the nation’s hottest nuclear waste.
In February, Attorney General
Patricia Madrid sent a letter to
Sen. Pete Domenici, R-N.M.,
remindifig him of & promise he
made nearly 20 years ago to never
allow high-level waste at WIPP.
Rick Jacobi, an independent con-
sultant in Texas who works with
companies that want to open
radioactive dumps, says there is
going to be a tremendous market.
for radioactive dumps by the end
of the decade. .
Besides WIPP, which accepts only
low-level radioactive and mixed
waste associated with the nation's
nuclear-weapons. program, there are

- only two or three disposal areas in

the country for radioactive waste.
By 2008, Jacobi said, the last of

- those that accept radicactive waste

from across the country will close,
leaving the nation without any dis-
posal area.

“Believe me, there’s a (radioac-
tive) waste-disposal crisis 10oming
in this country,” Jacobi said.

There are several companies that
are pursuing radioactive-waste per-
mits, he said. Two of the largest are
in Texas: Waste Control Specialists
has a radioactive storage site (but
no permanent disposal permit) just
over the Texas border from the pro-

- posed Triassic Park area, Enviro-

Care, another Texas company that
runs a limited radioactive-waste
dump in Utah, also is working to
build radioactive dumnps in the West,
“It's a very risky business,” Jaco-
bisaid. “It can be extremely prof-
itable, but you can invest tens of
millions of dollars and not get any
return.” :
And, he said, it's not clear what
state in the end will appear most
hospitable for those companies look-
ing for sites for radioactive dumps.
“Right now, I don’t think New

Mexico is more likely than any
other place in the United States,”
he said, .

Isolation: a deterrent

--or adure?:

Some experts.say New Mexico is
less likely to become the nation’s
radioactive or chemical dumping
ground because it's so isolated —
far from most of the major indus-
trial and defense-related sources
of waste (with the exception of Los
Alamos National Laboratory and
Sandia National Laboratories).

But others say the state’s isola-
tion — and its poverty are pre-
cisely what big companies are look-
ing for. Bill Weida, an economist:
with Colorado College and a board
member of the Santa Fe nuclear
watchdog Los Alamos Study Group,
says New Mexico's isolation also
can make it more attractive.
Regions with few people and little
industry are often impoverished
and are therefore more likely to
believe-a waste-disposa] area could
bring jobs and economic activity to
the area. Triassic Park, for

instance, promises 30 to 35 jobs.

In March, Weida wrote a paper

titled “Pollution Shopping in Rural

America,” He found that communi-
ties often-do. themselves harm
when they encourage industry
such as factory farms and dumps
because they inhibit future
economic development, If the river
is polluted, who wants to move

‘their kids there? :

But Steve Gilrein, a hazardous-
waste specialist with the Environ-

‘mental Protection Agency in Dallas,
_‘pointed out that New Mexico is not

producing much hazardous waste,
nor is it attracting many companies
— at Jeast so far — that want to
build hazardous-waste dumps.

Except for radioactive’waste,
New Mexico is still one of the. .
cleanest states for almost all other
toxic-waste categories. The state
generates less than 240,000 tons-
of hazardous waste annually,
compared with Texas,; which
produces 50 rillion tons.

And New Mexico only buries | |
about two tons of hazardous waste
a year, while Texas buries fearly 6
million tons.

There are 1,900 hazardous waste
dumps across the country. The

-leading states are Texas, Utah,

Alabama and Wyoming. .

“I can certainly understand what
people are concerned about,”
Gilrein said. “But New-Mexico just
is ot considered a big player (in
hazardous waste).”

However, sincé WIPP, there is
little doubt it is considered a big
player in radioactive waste. The
state is one of the worst for bath
generating and disposing of
radioactive contamination, .
although several states score high-
er in ¢ach category.

Looking for.acceptance
Community acceptance is the -
determining factor for conipanies
deciding where to locate radioac-
tive- and hazardous-waste dumps,
Gilrein said. :
“That really is the single thing

‘Park facility is in Tatum, a commu-

that impacts the decision more

than anything else -~ community

support or lack thereof,” he said. |
But companies also consider

" other factors, such as the geology

of the region. And that is where
New Mexico starts looking pretty
to companies searching a site for a
waste dump.

“The groundwater is deep, -
there’s not much precipitation, and

.it’s a rural ar€a with no one around

30 you're minimizing exposure,”
said Rich Mayér, an environmental
engineer with the Environmental
Protection Agency. “When you take
that into consideration, it could be
a really good spot for (radioactive)
dumps.”” | - .

. For now, the Triassic Park pro-
posal is the only application for a
hazardous dump before the state
Environment Department. No offi-

. cial applications have been filed on

the state or federal level for
radioactive dumps in New Mexico.

And Ada Kolb admits that if
Gandy Marley, Inc., wants to open .
a hazardous dump in New Mexico,
at least there aren’t many people
around at Caprock. Tt's a five-mile
driveto her nearest neighbor.

“I guess if they have to disturb
someone, it's the right place,” Ada
Kolb said. “I just hope it doesn't
ruin my good air.”

However, the Kolbs say, many

‘ranchers in the area are angry’

about Triassic Park. “They’re fear-
ful,” Bill Kolb said, '

‘The few ranching families around
Caprock used to have their own gas’
station and post office, but both ~
closed more than a decade ago. The
ajr smells faintly of oil and buzzards
circle off the cliff for which

.Caprock was named. The ¢losest gas

station to the proposed Triassic

nity of about 1,000 people nearly 30
miles away. Its only grocery store

" burned down earler this year.

-Fewer than 15 families live with-

- in a 10-milé radius of the proposed

Triassic Park. The site i5 so isolat-
ed, and water so scarce, that
Gandy Marley, Inc., says water will
have to be shipped.in from miles
away. The company plans to use up

.10 50,000 gallons of water a day to

keep down dust (and keep contami-
narits from going airborne). Six to

‘eight trucks a day will rumble over
those country roads just to bring
water. According to the ’
application, another five or six
trucks a day will arrive with conta-
minated waste to be buried or put
into evaporation ponds.

The area is already far from
pristine. Surrounding the site
where Gandy Marley, Inc., wants
to put Triassic Park are miles of
oilfields, with grasshopper-style -
drills pulling up crude oil from
5,000 feet below ground.

But despite the isolation, many
residents in the area — and in
Roswell, 40 miles to the west — say
they will fight Triassic Park,

Dale Gandy, spokesman for the
Gandy and Marley families, was not
available for an interview. Howev-
er, family representatives have said
at public meetings that their inten-
tion is to run a clean site that will
not pose a hazard to workersor
families in the vicinity. Both fami-
lies are from the area: The Marleys
run ranches and ranch-related
stores in Roswell and the surround-
ing area; the Gandy family has
largely worked in the oil business,

The company has hired attorney
Pete Domenici Jr., son of New
Mexico’s longtime Republican sen-
atpr, to represent its interests sur-
rounding Triassic Park.

Victor Blair, who bought proper-

"ty near the Triassic Park disposal

area just before plans for the dump
were announced, said he hopes the
activists can convince the state
government it’s not the right place.
Blair, along with some Santa Fe
activists, are worried that Gandy
Marley, Inc,, ultimately plans to
sell its disposal area to Waste Con-
trol Specialists, which has openly
been pursuing radioactive-dump-
ing permits in Texas. Blair and oth-
ers are worried they would try to
turn Triassic Park into another
radicactive dump, as well,

“The hazardous-waste industry |
crowded and competitive,” Blair
said, whereas radioactive waste
can be far more lucrative if a com
pany can get a permit,

And opponents might have diffi-
culty stopping a dump under New
Mexico law when a company satis-
fies all technical requirements.
Steve Pullen, who is working on th
Triassic Park proposal for the stat
Environment Department, says
"we have no choice in this office
but to draft a permit and send it to
the secretary (of environment,
Pete Maggiore) for approval.”

“Political considerations are out
of my hands,” Pullen said.

Activists trying to stop Triassic
Park say they hope to come up wit}

" enough technical objections to the

hazardous-waste facility to make
Magglore or Gov. Gary Johnson
write it off.

But Pullen said Gandy Marley,
Inc,, has so far met all necessary
regulations and standards. And, he
said, he has a “clear conscience”
drafting the permit because the
regulations are extremely protec-
tive of public health. For example,
he said, all hazardous materials
have to be treated as much as tech
nology permits before going into
the Triassic dump.

As for New Mexico's
“wasteplex,” as some call it, Pullen
said he's doubtful the state has a
problem.

“I think it's more of 3 western
issue than a New Mexico issue,” he
said. “I don't feel like New Mexico
is getting particularly picked on
right now.” .



- niiclear weapon_ laboratones are redesxgmng
- wegpons from the inside out.. )
. ~Piece by piece, they. are examining. every
; : theé. ‘component inside U.S. warheads; figuring out
1 R ; : : t ) uild new bor 1 hat. pieces’, are g acceptably, and
-example-of a ) ' U . R : : desxgnmg replace
link,” pa of es LECK' S g THey are part of the Depamnent of Energy s
8 ockpile Life-Extension Program. .Working
. With the Pefitagon and teams at U.S. nuglear.
. weapons plants; they plan to- gradually rebulld
the U.S. nuclear arsenal, !
: Key'nuclear parts liKe the plutomum at the'
weapons hearts are not. hkely to change, the
‘; - Weaponeers say. But any ‘othér « components;
- fr m electromc systems to plasnc parts, xmght.

new, strong‘llnks, part
‘a fong-term effort to.
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eed to be replaced as then' maten-'

Is decay.

“Nuclear weapons do. age,” satd’
teve Goodrum, who is heading the
ffort for the Energy Department’s

dbu'querque Operations: . Office.
They're agmg ‘gracefilly, but at

ome point in time refurbxshment is
equired.”

Lab and energy department offi-
ials. say no serious problems
aused by aging have yet been
ound. But
elieve they have to start the refur-
ishment work now for two reasons.

First, the cadre of weapons
esigners with the expertise needed
) start working.on the job is aging.

Officials would like to begin work
ow on redesigning components so
he veterans who designed the orig-

1al parts can-pass od their accumu- .
© - ' able, 458 stainless steel parts tlght-

“lypackedin a.space the sizeof a c1g-

ited wisdom to new-recruits.
“The newest weapons are 20
ears old,” said Dave Larson, one of

he senior managers of -Sandia’s -

/eapons program. “These people

re approaching retirement.”
Second, it is a massive job.
“That’s going to be an effort that’s

oing to require decades,” Witt said.

\ tinkerer’s dream
Carl Vanecek is the sort of tinker-

they nevertheless-

er who hkes to take apart toys to see
how they work. -
" Thist makes his httle metal box a

‘tinkerer’s dream.

. Called a “stroné link,” it is ‘one

piece of a chain of components used -

to detonate a nuclear weapon. " .
Its purpose is ‘simple: Feed in the

correct firing code, and it starts the.’
-sequence - of - steps requlred to

explode the bomb.

Feed it the wrong code, or damage
it in an accident, and it blocks the
bomb from gomg off.

“Arweapon never goes off when

it’s not supposed to,” Larson said. .
In testmg, Sandia engineers burn

them in horrendous fires and smash,

them in vicious crashes ‘to make

sure that in an accident the circuit

needed to fire the bomb will not be
completed. ’

Inside, the device is- the most
complex combination lock imagin-

arette pack
Its parts are ail- mechamcal

rather than electronic; to avoid the ’
risks that an electronic system pos- .

¢és in a fire or crash.

In an age where electronics have -

taken the place of. mechanical sys-
tems in most of the manufactured
devices. in our everyday world,
Vanecek said, “I' believe it's "a
mechanical engineer’s dream to

Weapons

) -work on strong. lmks *

. SoVanecek andhis colleagues are

tstartmg from  scratch, trying. to

think about liow to make a better,

"-more reliable strong link for two of

the most mportant weapons in the

U.S. stockpile — the W80 and W76
. missile warkeads,”. -

"When they are done they hope to’

Have -a design. thdt is simpler to

ménufacture - and .‘more reliable
than the first generation of strong

links designed more . than two

decades ago. -
Said Larson, “We've had 25 years
to think about thlS "

’ Stockpile stewardsh‘ip

Smce the early.1990s, researchers -
.at the hation’s three nuclear weapons

labs — Los" Alamos, Sandia and

‘Lawrence Livermore — have been

-.working on_a- project called “Sci:: -
tists should just. try to build exact

ence-Based Stockpile Stewardship.”
The program was launched after

“the last -U.S. underground niuclear

test blast, to find ways to maintain,

U.Ss. nuclear weapons without actu-'
" ally blowing them up. :

They tear apart aging weapons to
look for defects, ' conduct non-

nuclear experiments to understand’

the materials ‘inside the weapoiis,
and usé supercomputers to simu-
late the complex physics of a
weapon’s performance.
Stockpxle'L1fe Extension takes the

‘'weaponeers,

- focused- on the:nuclear parts —the"
. exploswes and ;uranitim and pluto—
“nium parts.. - :

' product of that research and <on-
- verts it to real-life weapon compo- |

nents, ‘said’ Tom ‘Hunter, head. of
Sandla s nuclear weapons program.
“This is a natural extension, a nat-

wural evolution of the Science-Based -

Stockplle Stewardsh;p program,”

*. he said'in a recent interview. : -
- ‘Piece by piece; Hunter said, lab

scientists are. methodmally study-

ing every single . component in the.

weapons — how éachis aging, and if
any needs t0 be rebullt how they

- could be made bettet. -
Sandia:has | respon51b111ty for the ~

wedpon’s non-nuclear parts — the

“electronic circuits and- firing and -.

safety . systems. ‘Los . Alamos

meanwhile,,

. Critics have suggested the sefen-

replicas of any component -that
needs’ to. be replaced. But Hunter
said in'many cases that is -not possi-

ble because available manufactur—}

ing technologies change. =

Imagine, he said, the problems
facing someone trying to bmld an 8—
track tape today.

“We can’t build many of the things

that we could before,” he said.

- The idea, Hunfer explairied, is to '

make new weapon components that
perform exactly the same as the

) ‘plece they are replacmg

.are’

.Same old weapons :

The program has its.critics.
Early efforts were criticized- by

“the U.S. General Accounting Office
. as bemg wasteful, 4 probIem pro- .

gram-officials say they beheve they

" have corrected. . . ...
“Antinuclear actmsts charge itis:

a. ruse-for improving -the military

. capabilities of U.S. nuclear weapons

under ' the guise of. réfurbishing

* themand extending their lives:

‘Where- changes are possible to
‘make ‘the warheads more potent,

‘the labs. are pursuing them, said

Greg Mello of the Los Alamos Study

Group, a Santa Fe peace group.

.-Hunter dlsagreed .

-“These are not new weapons ” he.

said: “The functlonahty is basxcally
the same.”
The goal, Los Alamos’ Witt sa1d is

‘to. make. the refurbistied weapon

match as closely as possible the orig-

inal tested underground before the

‘test moratorium was put in place..

“We're trying to put the weapon
-bagk to” an as-tested - state,” Witt

said..
Work is under way at the labs on
the W76, carried by submarine-

' launched missiles, and the W80, car-

ried by cruise missiles launched
from Air Force bombers,
Extensive modifications also are

'j.;.ét Ni ew Lease on Life

planned for the B61 a multluse
. nuclear, bomb that ises anthuated

electronic tubes in its firing radar.
‘And schedules’ have. been. laid out
for refurbishment of other weapons
inthe U.S. stockpile over the next 20 )
or more years.

It is a long process. .

The first of the refurblshed
weapons, the B61, will not roll off 6f

‘the assembly line until 2004, with

the first. W80s scheduled for 2006,
and the first W76 in 2007 accordmg

. to Goodrum. .

For, the labs, the Stockpﬂe Llfe
Extension Program has been reJu-
venating. :

Before the end of testing, des1gn-
ing new weapons was a big-part.of
the workload: “That was kind of tlie

"basis of how we Kept the' engme run-
"ning,” Hunter 'said. :

With the end of testing.in 1992 g

.much of the effort shifted to no- -

nucléar experiments and weapon
surveillance, but the practical work
of designing real weapon- compo-
ments was not there.

‘The Stockpile Life Extension Pro-
gram has replaced some of that

-focus, with designers working on-

real components for real stockplle
weapons, lab officials say.

“Now they have put that para-
digm back,” Hunter said.

“What you've got in-this is a sense
of mission,” Witt said.
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Bush's Baby Nuke

On October 2, 1992, President George Bush signed into law a moratorium on nuclear testing.
Now his son is preparing to end that moratorium.

The current Bush Administration is studying options for the development and production of a
small, low-yield nuclear weapon called an earth-penetrator or bunker-buster, which would
burrow into the ground and destroy a deeply buried hideaway of a "rogue” leader like Saddam
Hussein.

But such a bomb would take many more people with it.

"The use of any nuclear weapon capable of destroying a buried target that is otherwise immune
to conventional attack will necessarily produce enormous numbers of civilian casualties," writes
Dr. Robert Nelson, a professor of theoretical science at Princeton University, in a recent study
for the Federation of American Scientists. "No earth-burrowing missile can penetrate deep
enough into the earth to contain an
explosion with a nuclear yield even as
small as 1 percent of the 15-kiloton
Hiroshima weapon. The explosion simply
blows out a crater of radioactive dirt,
which rains down on the local region with
an especially intense and deadly fallout."

The blast from one of these weapons
would "knock down nearly all homes and
apartments--and kill nearly all the people
in them--out to distances of greater than
half a mile from the blast," says Greg
Mello, who directs the Los Alamos Study
Group, a nuclear weapons policy research
and education group based in Santa Fe.
Those who survived the blast would
suffer a lethal dose of radiation, he
predicts. "To take a specific example,"
says Mello, "if the target in question were
the Iraqi presidential bunker located in
south-central Baghdad, there would be
very roughly 20,000 people located within
one-half mile of this target."




If the Bush Administration proceeds with the bunker-buster nuke, it would signal a fri ghtening
departure for U.S nuclear policy. The United States would be reneging on its pledge not to
develop new nuclear weapons, and this would violate the spirit if not the letter of the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty and the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, which are geared to the
elimination of nuclear weapons, not the making of new ones.

What's more, it would, for the first time in almost fifteen years, confer legitimacy on the idea that
nuclear weapons have a suitable role to play even in conventional warfare. This leaping of the
firewall would increase the likelihood of nuclear weapons being used in the next decade or so.
And it could turn a conventional war into a full-blown nuclear catastrophe.

But that's not how the bunker-buster would be sold. Chances are, it would be coupled with an
announcement that the United States is reducing its strategic nuclear stockpile, which Bush
pledged to do in the Presidential campaign. And we would hear how it is a designer weapon that
1s ideal for targeting "rogue" dictators.

"One senior adviser to Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said that the Iraqi leader would
not be deterred by current U.S. nuclear weapons “because he knows a U.S. President would not
drop a 100-kiloton bomb on Baghdad' and destroy the entire city," Walter Pincus of The
Washington Post reported on April 15. The implication is that if the United States builds a
bunker-buster, it would feel free to use the weapon.

Scientists at the nuclear labs, anxious to keep themselves busy, boast of how functional these
weapons would be.

C. Paul Robinson, the president and director of the Sandia National Laboratory, this spring
released a paper on the subject, entitled "Pursuing a New Nuclear Weapons Policy for the 21st
Century." In it, he stresses the need for nuclear weapons for the foreseeable future and says low-
yield--but not too low-yield--nukes are the way to go. "I believe that we would desire primarily
low-yield weapons with highly accurate delivery systems for deterrence in the non-Russian
world," Robinson argues. "Here, I'm not talking about sub-kiloton weapons (i.e., ‘mini-nukes'),
as some have advocated, but devices in the low-kiloton regime, in order to contemplate the
destruction of some buried or hidden targets, while being mindful of the need to minimize
collateral damage. I believe we can achieve the low-yield levels that are likely to be most
appropriate for deterring wider threats, particularly if we are unable to design and test new
weapons under a nuclear testing moratorium."

Robinson's faith in "highly accurate" bombs would surprise the families of the victims of the
Chinese embassy bombing in Belgrade or of the bombings in Iraq. "Highly accurate" bombs
often miss their target.

But the drive for the bunker-buster is gaining momentum. Republican Senators John Warner of
Virginia and Wayne Allard of Colorado added a provision to the 2001 defense authorization bill
that requires the Departments of Energy and Defense to conduct a new study on the use of
nuclear weapons in small-scale conventional conflicts against dictators who are holed up in "hard
and deeply buried targets." The study is expected to appear in July.



This may lead to the undoing of a Congressional prohibition on testing new nuclear weapons. In
1993, Representatives Elizabeth Furse, Democrat of Oregon, and John Spratt Jr., Democrat of
South Carolina, recognized that something had to be done to prevent the development of useable
nuclear weapons. They wisely added a provision to the fiscal year 1994 defense authorization
bill prohibiting nuclear laboratories from research and development that could lead to a low-
yield nuclear weapon. Bush, Warner, and Allard are likely to favor legislation that would negate
the Furse-Spratt provision.

The development of these bunker-buster weapons would jeopardize, not enhance, U.S. security.
It would give a further incentive to Russia to cling to its own extremely problematic tactical
nuclear arsenal. It would compel other countries to embark upon their own programs and
increase the perceived need to join the nuclear club. The small size and portability of these
weapons would increase their vulnerability to theft by nonnuclear states and potential nuclear
terrorists. And if the United States used these weapons against a nuclear power or an ally of a
nuclear power, it would be toying with all-out nuclear war.

Plus, the very way these weapons would be used in battle adds to the potential for unauthorized
or accidental use. Unlike strategic nuclear weapons, these smaller tactical nuclear weapons are
deployed nearer the front line; they are far more susceptible to communications problems under
crisis conditions, and they can be fired by a person in the field without going through the
stringent safety precautions that govern the launch of strategic nuclear weapons.

The bunker-buster nuke lulls us into believing the dangerous and false notion that nuclear
weapons can be used without posing a pernicious threat to human life and the environment. They
cannot.

The path toward greater U.S. security is through cooperative measures of disarmament, not
unilateral acts of rearmament. The last thing we need is a new kind of nuclear weapon.

Alistair Millar heads the Washington office of the Fourth Freedom Forum, a peace and
disarmament group based in Goshen, Indiana.

Source Citation: Millar, Alistair. "It's a Bomb!(United States military policy)." The

Progressive 65.8 (August 2001): 21. General Reference Center Gold. Thomson Gale. New
Mexico State Library. 14 Nov. 2006

<http://find.galegroup.com/itx/infomark.do? &contentSet=IAC-
Documents&type=retrieve&tabID=T003 &prodld=GRGM&docld=A76697707&source=gale&sr
cprod=GRGM&userGroupName=nm_p newmex&version=1.0>,

Thomson Gale Document Number: A76697707
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DAILY INSPECTION' George Newman, radlolog'cal :
--control technlcian, surveys some of the many. barrels ;.
of waste retrieved from pits where they were buned_

20 years ago. . .

Cntlcs Say No One Knows
| What S Buned Under TA 54 |
BY JENNIFER MCKEE

Journal Staff erter i 8/é/ D)

" Heading north toward Los Alamos on nghway 4, you
) ..w1ll see them. Enormious; white plastic tents atop a
- mesa of rainbow-colored hardened voléanic ash. Inside
each is a dizzyingly monotorious $pread of identical -
" white 55-gallon drums, stacked palate upon palate TOW
upon row. -
Each one full of radloactlve nuclear, waste.
_ -Inlab lingo, this mesa'is Technical Area 54, Area G,a
nuclear waste dump, and'the tents are only the most vis-
"ible part of the picture. Buried beneath them are
decades worth of unsorted riuclear trash,
‘Not surprisingly, this area -~ lome to buried plutoni-
um among other things— attracts both skeptlclsm and
fear. .

L knows what s buried at the site or what such ‘radloac
- garbage will-do to the environment,

" tined for removal, sa1d Ray Hahn, hiead of the lab’s

ver government-owned Dodge Caravan
L “Itsa temporary solution,” he said. -

[RP PV

Both the Los Alamos, National Laboratory, whichi -

-owns the dump, and the Department-of Energy, whith
; ‘operates the lab, ‘are-adamant that the tents and the ,

radioactive waste they sit upon,.as well as 1,200 néw

.+ . drums of nuclear waste the lab stores there each year, -
i aresafe, - e

Critics; cxtlng DOE" documents, say no one re y s

-'The tents, at'least,-and the waste they- house, are'.

id waste operations, as he drives around the sitein a sil-

“.But temporary, in thls case, means 30 or more years -

And most. of the waste o everythmg buned beneath fhe by

See CRlTICS on PAGE 6



from PAGE 1.

tents and the low-level waste slowly
piling up in new, active pits — is
‘scheduled to stay there forever.

“I believe Los Alamos doesn't
know how much waste they have
* buried and how much Plutonium is

in that waste. It’s a serious environ-
mental and securlty problem and
they’re not doing anything serious
“about’ it,” said Arjun Makhijani,
. pre51dent of the Institute of Energy
and Environmental Research in
Virginia. He called the lab’s plan to
lea¥€ the waste buried “the paper-
plate. dpproach to nuclear-waste

management —— Just toss it and cap

R | S
: “They dor’t like to do dishes,”
Makhijani said.
Activists closer to home agree.
“It’s. a_toxic, -chemical landfill,”
said Greg Mello of the Santa Fe-

- “based Los Alamos Study Group. It's

‘a nuclear waste dump that now han-

dles waste bad enough to belong at -

"WIPP but opened with none of the
public input or permanent storage
facﬂltles WIPP has. -

‘No Iaws for waste

Technical Area 54 opened in 1957 .

‘Hahn said. By then, lab officials had
: -thought better of earlier nuclear
. - waste disposal methods, ‘which in

" . addition to'shallow pit burlal con-

: sisted of pushing garbage off mesas
or dlschargmg waste into canyon
bottoms. '

TA-54 was the lab s technologlcal- '
. ly advanced, centralized solution to .

-nuclear waste, Hahn said, and while

. the site’s early methods would be
" illegal ‘today, at'the time, it was

standard operating procedure for
any nuclear facility.

Back then, Hahn said, there were
- no laws governing the disposal of

- nuclear waste. The site’s managers .

- treated radioactive waste miutch like
- any city landfill treats household
“garbage today: The waste was
“utisorted, dumped  pell-mell,
,unpackaged into a series of pits,

which were later covered in dirt. In .

“the earliest days, Hahn said, the
sife’s managers didn’t keep close
records on what ended up in the
dump. Not until the 1960s, did TA-
- 54’s managers start keepmg reli-
ablerecords. = -

The most radioactive stuff was
buried in deep shafts, some lined
with metal, some not.

That practice continued until
1979, Hahn said, when new federal

" laws and an emerging, more

respon31ble view of nuclear waste
came over DOE.

Officials could see the day, Hahn -

© said, when the government would

open a special dump just for
niiclear waste. The new laws put
stricter regulations on nuclear -
waste and divided the garbage into
three categories, each demanding a
different level of protection:”

® Low-level radioactive waste —

“anything that can safely be buried

in‘shallow pits;-
¥ High-level nuclear waste — -

" spent reactor fuel or waste generat-
- ed.as a result of processing of spent

fuel;
¥ And TRU or transuranic

nu‘clear waste — anything that puts -
" out more than 100 nanocuries per
-gram of radioactivity. Anythmg
less radioactive than that is consid- " -
" ergd low-level waste. Transuranic

waste must be buried in a spec1a1
repository like WIPP.
TA-54 has no high-level waste,

. Hahn said, But the site-did and con- -

tiriues to handle transuranic waste. -

’ Before 1979, all that waste was
. dumped in pits at TA-54 and will not

b€ dug up and taken to WIPP.

‘.,'l;femporary’ tents _
~After 1979, low-level waste con-

_ tinued to be buried in shallow pits,
-. which is still the legal requirement - -
- for such radioactive garbage.

Transuranic waste, the stuff the. _
government thought would one day
b€ stored in a special site, got dif- .

ferent treatment. Waste managers

bégan- packing -it" in 55-gallon

* drums. The drums were then stored

atop an asphalt pad, framed by =

boards, packed in plastic and

biried under several feet of soil.
The point, Hahn said, was to store.

" the waste in such a way workers
~could dig it up again and move 1t to

a permanent dump like WIPP: .
The drums stayed in their pﬂes
for almost 20 wyears. In the 1990s,
the lab decided to dig up 16 of them

- to’see how they were holding-up.

“We took them out and they.
séemed to be domg pretty good ?

~ Hahn said.

The New Mexico Env1ronment

" Department didn’t think so.

Some of the drums had holes in :
them. The agency fined the lab

~ $600,000 and demanded the lab dig
. up the drums, examine them and

store them in a way where state
inspectors could look at the drums -
regularly to make sure they’re safe.
Hence the tents. Built as tempo-
rary storage, the tents are a sort of
transuranic purgatory — a place to -
be before heading off to WIPP.
Originally, DOE projected all

17,000 drums would be gone by

2013. Today, the agency pegs that .
date closer to 2030,-which means
the tents must now house the waste
fof more than a generation, a task
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- TENTS MUST HOLD UP- Ray Hahn, head of solid waste operations at Los
_-Alamos National Laboratory, enters one of the tented storage facilities
filled with barrels awautmg transfer to WlPP :

they were never demgned to do.
Each tent costs about $2 million

and is treated with flre—proofmg, ’

Hahn said.
. Each has a semes of - hghtnmg
‘rods mounted on top. Each is made

of fire-resistant plastic, a sort of’

rubberized material designed to not

melt through for several hours

even with burning embers falling
“on it, according to James Nunz, who

heads waste management. for the
" DOE’s Los Alamos office. )

The lab cleared out -all trees

around the area the summer before

" the Cerro Grande Firé to cut down.

~ on the chance of fire and replaced
all wooden pallets within the tents

‘with metal ones to further thwart.

. fire.
Nunz said he thought the tents
were safe. His office doesn’t worry

about fire, they plan on it and

beheve the site is so fireproof it
could sustain not only a forest fire,
but a plane crashing into'the area.

Hahn said he thought the tents
were safe too, and would be safe for
years to come. His workers are
- required by law to inspect. the

drums and tents every day for signs
-of wear and tear.

His prohl_em' is the '-_cost and work

-of maintaining the tents and their
‘radioactive contents.

Hahn esti--
mates the lab spends about $5 mil-
lion a year “baby sitting” the tents.
At that rate, the lab will spend $1.5
billion keepmg ‘tabs on the barrels
before they can be sent to WIPP,
and that’s if the current schedule.
holds and is not extended.

The tents also drain attention
away from the rest of Hahn’s job:
maintaining the lab’s low-level.

" nuclear waste dump still operating
- at TA-54.

Crities, however, aren’t con-.

vinced.

“It could catch flre » Makhljam
said. -“That’s the most 1mportant
danger.

WIPP worthy"

Makhijani, along with  Joni:
Arends of Santa Fe-based Con- -

" cerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety,

says the radioactive waste belongs
in permanent buildings, especially

since it will be housed at Los Alam-

os fora long time.

“It " just doesn’t make sense,”
Arends said. “The lab should be
building bunkers for that waste.”




The critics save their harshest’

words, however, for the old buried
waste, radioactive garbage the lab
has no intentions of removing.

Hahn and Dennis McLaine, man-

ager of the lab’s waste facilities,
both acknowledge that, under mod.
ern law, some of that burled waste
belongs. "at WIPP. They also
- acknowledge that plutonium is scat-

tered throughout the dump. But,
they say, the lab wﬂl not dig that
wasteup.

“It was" mfended as permanent.

disposal,” Hahn said.

In. fact, TA-54, a31de from the
" tented drums won’t be cleaned up’

" at alk Instead Hahn said, when the
lab decxdes_to close the dumpthe
planis te cover the whole place with
a so-called “1,000-year cap,”a cov-
ering of dirt and other materials
desxgned to keep the radioactivity
in.and nature out’ for the next thou-
-sand years.
After that,

Hahn .Saxd, any

. radioactivity  coming out of ‘the" .

dump would be at background lev-
els. - Anything still; radioactive
would be so dlluted by the volume
. of other material in the dump, it
~ would poseno problems. .
“That i$ just nonsense,” Makhi-
‘jani said. For one thmg, plutomum
which everyone agrees is in the mix
of buried nuclear waste, has a half-

life of 24,000 years, Bury plutomum .

for 1,000 years — présuming such
caps even exist — and you still have
very radioactive plutomum he said.

Facing nature

‘ Mello of the Los Alamos Sfudy )
Group said the geology of TA-54 '

““doesn’t bode well for keeping pluto-

", OF &y other waste, station-

‘ary Tor Tong, Hepointstoa lab-gen-
“€rated report of TA-54 from the

"1970s. In it, the author wrote about
““amaze of cracks and fissures in the

"“Tiiesa, cracks that suggest the pifs
“are far from waterproof. He also

“criticizes the current pit Covering,

“three Teet of crushed tift.

“It's  essentially

- playground_ )

sand ” Mello said.

Thats just part of fhe problem :

Makhijani said— once you release

nuclear waste in the environment,

“even if you try to contain it, nature

eventually takes over. -

“What does anybody know of
1,000-year caps?” he said. “The
nuclear weapons complex doesn’t.

“have a very good track record in
. burijal technology over the last 50 -
“years. They have changed their
estimations on what happens to plu-

tonium in the ground drastlcally

_and radically.”

Nunz said the lab has 44 shallow
wells and one- deep aqu1fer well
around the site to check for signs of

drifting contamination.-So far, they’
have found nothing. The Energy
Department also plans to drill two -
more deep aquifer wells around the -
- area.in the next two years.

~Makhijani said he’s especially
concetned that no one seems to

know what’s buried at TA-54 — or -

anywhere in the DOE complex —

. .and- the agency has admitted as
‘much. . .
* Makhijani’s group wrote a report
- in 1997 called “Containing the Cold
War Mess,” which concluded the’v
agency has poor records of buried
“waste and doesn’t kriow exactly
_-what itburied..
Spurred by . Makhijani’s report,
DOE commigsioried a closer look at .

all  documents outlining - buried

waste and released an inventory
‘last summnrer ‘that concluded while

the total 'volume of buried waste
was about what they thought, there
was 10 times more radioactivity in

it than previously reported.

Tbugh second look

Who knows-how much transuran—
ic waste DOE would find if it went
through its records more meticu-
Jously; Makhijani said.

“They haven't put in the effort to
sift through the documents and find

out what they dumped,” he. said. -
. “It’s not impossible.”

Hahn said Los Alamos is an
exception.

“We do have detailed data and we

have provided that data to the Envi-

ronment Department,” he said. -

“We've got some real good mforma-
tion.”

Makhijani disputes that.

“I believe the Los Alamos-buried ’

waste is not well characterized,” he- | °

said, “and DOE has agreed w1th our'
estlmatmn » :
He thinks ~there’s probably
enough plutonium buried at TA-54-
to make “dozens of bombs.” . :
The DOE’s samé 2000 mventory T

.would seem to shoot holes in the

argument that no radicactive waste-

.is getting out of the TA-54. The
- report said DOE had no information

about contaminated soils in pitsand .
other waste burial sites and there- |
fore couldn’t say what’s happenmg
to the buried waste.

Then-Assistant Energy. Secretary
Carolyn-Huntoon wrote a letter o
Makhijani when DOE unveiled the

“inventory. In it, Huntoon wrote’ that;_ A
‘despite the agency’s uncertainties

about what’s buried and what thé

waste is doing underground, DOE "

had no plans to dig up anythmg -at

“places like TA-54.

“The antxclpated management' .
strategy for these wastes was to .
monitor them, to take remedla_l_ o
actions as-necessary, to re»evaluat E
their safety penodxcally, andtocon-"- -
duct technology development as -

needed,” Huntoon’s letter read: “We' S

S .

s

believe that this. approach rema
sound.” .
And so far, N unz said, no waste can -

be proven to have migrated away. ©

from TA-54 and the department -

-beheves the site is safe and stable.-

But that doesn’t miean DOE won't
clean up the place if that changes;

Nunz said. Although hé dide’t think |

the place would ever start leaking, :
Nunz said DOE will take another . -
look at the site if anything radloac-
tive starts trickling away from it.

“We will clean up those pits,” he
said.

For Makhijani’s part he believes  :
the lab already has the science. to . ¢
show the area deserves a tough sec
ond look. Unfortunately, he said,ne "
one is listening to the scientists who

‘call for expensive waste freat:

ments.

“The people .who manage the

waste go on as if we're still living in
the 1950s,” he said.




By JENNIFER MCKEE &
Journal Staff Writer )

LOS ALAMOS — Under a blaz-
ing sun in the birthplace of
nuclear bombs, a group com-
prised mostly of veterans gath-
ered Monday, the anniversary of

to defend nuclear weapons. .

“1, for one, am sick and tlred of
bemg told tomy face that I am a

the first atomic bombing of Japan,

.murderer of women" ‘and
dren,” said John Mench, a long-
time Los Alarnos resident and £6
mer member-of the Army’s Spé
{ cial Engineering Detachment that

built Los Alamos in secret in 1943:..
“If I contributed one little bit to . -
the development of that bomb, L

for one, am damn well proud.”

Almost 150,000 Japanese, most-"

ly civilians, died Aug. 6,- 1945,

leoshlma lombmg Defended at Rally

the first atomic weapon ever used'
against - people .on Hiroshima.
Another 74,000 died three days .
later when American bombers
dropped a second A-bomb -on

"Nagasaki.

But accox_‘ding to the Los Alamos

.- Education Group, which spon-
-~ sored Monday’s events with more
_blanned Thursday, the decision to
.“drop the bomb must not be viewed
. When Amerlcan forces dropped

nly in terms of its destruction,

- which by all accounts was sw1ft

- what he calls “revisionist history”

and terrible, but also within the
historical context of a war-weary
America in 1945.

Stephen Stoddard of the Los |
Alamos Education Group said he
sponsored the forum to correct

of people who say America was
wrong to drop the bomb.

. See USE on PAGE 3

Use of Nuclear Bombs on J apan Defended
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“The ann—nuke people try to put
out the story that the bomb wasn’t
necessary,” Stoddard said.

Much of Monday’s events were

designed to show that bombing -

Japan was, lamentably, America’s
best option to end World War IIL

The day began on the concrete
banks of Ashley Pond — now a
grassy park. Fifty-six years.ago, it
was home to the laboratories where
a varied mix of physicists con-
ceived of and hand-built the two
bombs dropped on Japan.

The group also honored Navajo
Code Talkers, the contingent of
Diné-speaking Navajo GIs who
invented an_  unbreakable  code
American war leaders used to keep
track of both enemy and Allied
movements.

Thomas H. Begay of Window
Rock, Ariz., was a teen-age soldier
fresh from hxs parent’s sheep ranch
in the summer of 1945. A Code Talk-
er, Begay was scheduled -to.be
deployed for the invasion of Japan

that September

“The bomb saved me,” Begay
said.. “I’m here because they
dropped the bomb. I'm. glad they
dropped it.”

The event, entitled “Remember-
ing the Past, Visualizing the
Future,” also included a talk by the

. current director of the Los Alamos

National Laboratory, J ohn Browne.
“This lab played a key role it end-
ing that terrible war and in keeping
the peace ever smce,” Browne said.
America now is a much different
place, he said; and today’s securi

concerns would probably bar the

motley team of mostly foreign-born
physicists who built Fat Man and

. Little Boy. _
“I think I'd have- trouble gettmg'

them a Q clearance,” Browne said.
Mench, who broke into tears at
one point recounting his work on

the bomb, read through a riindown'
of reasons that pushed America to

bomb Japan.
“The estimates of Amencan lives

lost in an invasion of Japan varied.

:between 200, 000 and 1 million, " he
- said. -

. Japan had called all it citizens —
even children — to f1ght incoming
Allied troops if the island nation
was ever attacked, he said.

In light of such bloody, drawn-out

options, the atomic bomb seemed
 like a swift, even merciful, way to

end the war, he said.”
But not everyone agreed..

New Mexico for one. .

Her group usually holds its annu-
al anti-nuke rally at Ashley Pond
every Aug. 9. The education group
reserved-.the park for this year
while Prince and her people were

* still marching. The move usurped
the annual peace rally and bumped .

the event to July 16, the day the first

“atomic bomb was tested — the Trin-

ity Test explosion near Alamogordo.
.“Revisionismt is in the eye of the

beholder,” she said.

" Propaganda published at the end

of World War II doesn’t tell the

whole story; she said. Only décades

later do certain facts emerge, she
_ said, such as the controversy over
the’ “uncondltmnal surrender.”
Americans demanded Japan
cease fighting unconditionally, giv-
ing up their emperor and submit-
ting to the American will, she said.
When Japan refused, America
dropped the bomb.

But, in fact, Japan didn’t end up

B Iosmg its emperor and received
Peggy Prince of Peace Action’

much economic help from America
after the war. If Japan knew that,
the nation may not have been S0
combatant.

Greg Mello of the Los Alamos .

Study Group also took issue with
promoting nuclear warfare. \
,“The Los Alamos Education
Group doesn’t have .its history
right,” he said. He also challenged
the bomb as a source of peace.

“We didn’t have peace, No. 1, we
had a Cold War,” he said. “The hot
fighting was displaced to the Third

"World. The Cold War also began a

kind of unprecedented attack on
civil liberties.”



Article: "NUKES: Fueling an Explosive Situation?"
Publication: Newsweek

Date: 13 August 2001

The author of this article, Mr. John Barry, contacted our Executive Director,

Greg Mello seeking information about the nuclear weapons programs at Los

Alamos National Laboratory before writing his story. In response, Greg sent
Mr. Barry eighty (80) pages of primary documents, exchanged eight emails,
and had a few phone conversations with him to explain the information. All
of these exchanges provided the basis of the factual jtems Mr. Barry used in
the article.

In the end, the article ended up being fairly limited in scope. However, one
of our board members, Christopher Paine, was quoted in the article.

Attached is a copy of this article as it ran in Newsweek.
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NUKES
Fueling an Explosive

Situation?

President George W. Bush’s talk of “a new relationship”
with Russia in which the cold-war standoff gives way to “a
new strategic paradigm.” Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
is in Moscow this week, in fact, for talks tying U.S. missile
defenses to deep cuts in nuclear weapons. But NEWSWEEK
has learned that, behind the scenes, the administration is
embarking on a 10-year, multibillion-dollar program to
modernize capabilities to make nuclear weapons.

The force behind the program—formally titled “The
Recapitalization Initiative”—is retired Air Force Gen. John
Gordon, former No. 2 at the CIA who now runs the National
Nuclear Security Administration. Last spring he warned
Congress that so much of the nuclear complex was decrepit
that “we’re faced with ... a crisis in the facilities.” At a briefing
for the president and top officials, Bush expressed dismay at
the state of the plants—but aides held that a formal proposal to
upgrade the facilities would generate fresh controversy about
Bush’s defense priorities. Gordon threatened to resign, sources
say.

The upshot: Gordon—who declined to comment—won
the OK to deal directly with two powerful congressional allies:
Sens. Harry Reid of Nevada (home of the U.S. nuclear-test site)
and Pete Domenici of New Mexico (home to two
nuclear-weapons labs). Together, the pair have inserted $800
million into next year’s budget, a down payment on the
upgrade that’s expected to survive in budget conference with
the House.

Gordon, sources say, argued that $800 million is needed
to meet maintenance backlog. (To modernize the complex, he
has said, would cost about $5 billion more over the next 10
years.) Though it’s shrunk by close to half in the aftermath of
the cold war, the nuclear infrastructure remains vast: three
design labs, four manufacturing plants—63,000 separate
buildings. Two thirds of them are more than 25 years old; a
quarter date from the 1940s. At the most run-down plant, Y-12
in Oak Ridge, Tenn., structures from WWII’s Manhattan
Proj-ect are still in use.

Critics say the upgrade’s not needed. “We don’t need a
huge nuclear establishment anymore,” says Christopher Paine,
nuclear expert at the Natural Resources Defense Council. A
senior administration official asserts: “We are still in the
business of nuclear deterrence.”

John Barry

8/13/01 10:29 AM
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E=580 bli!board targets |
weapens researchers

Group wants work on ‘civilian’ science only’

JIM STEVENS -— Staff

Andreas Toupadakis (right), a former Lawrence Livermore
Laboratory scientist, speaks as former lab worker Issac
Trotts (left) and Communities Against a Radmactlve Envn-

ronment executive dlrector Marylla Kelley Ilsten o

By Glenn querbs Jr.
STAFFWRITER

LIVERMORE _— An antx-nuclear b1]l-
board message, intended to probe the con-
sciences of scientists working at Lawrence
Livermore Laboratory, questions those who
choose careers in nuclear weapons re-
search.

Unveiled Frxday at the Portola Avenue

onramp to westbound ‘Interstate 580, ithe . -
11-by-24 sign 'was paid for by Tri-Valley
Against a Radioactive Envi- :

Communities
ronment, a nuclear watchdog group based
in Livermore. = -.

Lab officials said they don't expect the

billboard to impact the work force, and Tri- °

Valley CAREs members ? are certamly enti-
tled to have their opinion.”

Marylia Kelley, executive director for Tri-
Valley CAREs, and other members of the

organization celebrated the debut of the
sign during an event Monday at the foot of
the billboard. -

The billboard dlsplay, spelled out in red
letters against a yellow background, states:
“NUCLEAR -WEAPONS SCIENCE? YOUR

- MIND IS A TERRIBLE THING TO WASTE”. .-

- Kelley said the billboard is the group’s ™ nition Facility laser pro;ect under construc- !

latest effort “to convert Livermore Lab from

nuclear weapons’ research -to civilian sci-
_black letters: “NIF is intended to- tram anew
. generation of bomb designers.™

ence” and to facilitate ‘an “exodus” away

- from weapons work at the lab.
Researchers at Livermore Lab and its

counterpart, Los Alamos Lab in -New
Mexico, are “actively and aggressively” in-

- volved in nuclear weapons development ef-

forts, she said."
Tri-Valley CAREs plans to follow up on

the billboard message with a letter-wrmng
campaign early next year to encourage every
lab employee to seek jobs beyond Liver-

.more Lab's fences, she added. .

The billboard message, ‘which will stand
for a month, also features an image of the '
metallic Central chamber to the National Ig- :

tion at Livermore Lab.
“And it bears another message in small

. The sign cost the group $5, 000 to rent |
for one month, and the group .also con- J

" tracted to use the sign space for one month

in each of the next two years ‘About 24,000

Please see Board, LOCAL-2



Board: 24,000 people
a day could see sign

Continued from LOCAL-1

people per day are expected to
see the sign, Kelley said.

NIF, which officials have said
will cost between $3.5 billion to
$4 billion to complete, is a nu-
clear weapons research tool ex-
pected to generate
thermonuclear explosions on a
tiny scale by blasting radioactive
fuel pellets with powerful ultra-
violet laser beams.

The project is an estimated
S1 billion over budget and six
years behind its original
schedule.

“(The billboard) invites scien-
tists and engineers to ponder
the NIF's role in advancing nu-
clear weapons science,” Kelley
said.

Two former Livermore Lab
employees, who left their jobs to
seek work outside of the nuclear
weapons complex, also joined
Kelley at the billhoard dedica-
tion event.

Issac Trotts, a former lab
computer scientist who left the
lab earlier this year, said, “I
think the time for nuclear
weapons is over.”

Andreas Toupadakis, a
former nuclear chemist at Liver-
more Lab, likened weapons sci-
entists to Nazi scientists: “Today
our colleagues are ... building
up the ‘nuclear gas chambers' of
humanity,” he said.

Susan Houghton, a Liver-
more Lab spokeswoman, said
the billboard is “a good example

of the First Amendment ...
(but) we don't think it will do
anything to discourage people
from working on NIF.”

Highways leading to and
from Los Alamos Lab are blan-
keted with anti-nuclear bill-
board messages paid for by the
Los Alamos Study Group, a nu-
clear watchdog group based in
Santa Fe, N.M.

Greg Mello, executive di-
rector for the study group. said
the billboard campaign there
has a similar message.

“People need to lift up their
heads from their desks and
their lab benches and look at
how their program fits in to the
larger picture,” Mello said. “We
wish to make a direct assault on
the morale of people working on
nuclear weapons.”

The group is renting six signs
now, carrying messages such as
“New Mexico: World capital of of
wepons of mass destruction,”
and “Welcome to New Mexico:
America’s Nuclear Weapons
Colony.”

Tourists, local residents and
visitors to Los Alamos are the
farget audience, he explained.
The signs have drawn mixed re-
views from lab employees since
the group rented the first bill-
board space in 1998. .

“The negatives outweigh the
positives from the lab 2-to-1,”
Mello said, “but that’s a lot of
positives.”



Within hours of the terrorist attacks in New York and
Washington DC, Greg Mello at the Los Alamos-Study' Group
had three publlc forums scheduled for later i in'the week.
A forumis scheduled in Santa Fe at 7 pm, Sept 12 at
‘the Un|tarran Church, 107 W. Barcelona Road. :
. A7 pm, Sept. 13, there will be. another forum at The
Umversny of New Mexico's Contlnumg Education . =
" Confererice Center in Albuquerque 1634 University Bivd.
There will be"a third forum-at 7 pm; Sept 14, indes. ..
«Alamos. at the, Topper Theater at Los Alamos ngh School
“What we think'is- important is that people gather ina pub-
lic place and talk about real securlty " Mello said, “We. = 1
need tb talk about how much security comes from domg
*good.in the world so people don't hate us.”
- “We-could feed. billions of people in the world for inuc y
less than we spend.on defending ourselves,”-Méllo'said.
~“We don't have to-follow-the. path of rmperlal Rome mto
) oblrwon )
Comcudentally, a peace retreat co—sponsored by the
i Buddhrst Peace Fellowship and:th os’ Alamas Study
f’,-- Group, was scheduled to bregln the-day after the terronst :
i* 7 incidents.” . -
“We'd love for - anyone who war1ts to attend the retreat to
just show up,” sard\Lydra Clark a Los Alarnos Study Group
* volunteer, - >
The retreat was scheduled to run. Sept 12 through 15
and is located 4t the Ponderdsa Campground «in Bandalier
" National Monument abutting Los: Alamos National.
Laboratory:Clark said. Those attendlng the retreat wrll talk
" about and'pray. for world peace.”
For more rnformatlon . contact LASG at 982 7747 (WW)

The LASG which sponsors this bitlboard, also will sponsor lhree publlc forums”
tlus week .

S Reporter, Sep12-18, 200l
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TERROR STRIKES AMERICA AlbuquerqueThose who want to make a financial contribution to the
efforts on the East Coast can do so online. The United Way is accepting credit card donations on its Web

site, www.uwenm.org. Checks may also be mailed to the United Way of Central New Mexico, 302 Eighth
St. N.W., Albuquerque, NM 87102. All donations go directly to help victims and their families.

To discuss

A series of public forums on domestic and international security has been organized by the Los Alamos
Study Group. They are titled: "Security in the Wake of Violence: Where Do We Go From Here?"

The schedule is:
Today: 7 p.m. at the Unitarian Church in Santa Fe (Barcelona Road at the corner of Galiseo Street).

Thursday: 7 p.m. at the UNM Continuing Education Center, Room C (1634 University Blvd. N.E., just north
of Indian School Road).

Friday: 7 p.m. at Los Alamos High School (1300 Diamond Drive in Los Alamos).

For information, call (505) 982-7747.

On the Web

For up-to-the minute updates, photos and slide shows of the attack on America, visit The Tribune's Web site
at www.abqtrib .com. Voice your opinions and discuss your feelings in our disaster forum, linked through
our News section. Archives of all Tribune stories on the Sept. 11 crisis are at www.abqtrib.com/disaster/

Page: A12

Copyright, 2001, The Albuquerque Tribune
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United Blood Services, at the intersection of Zia and Rodeo roads in the Rodeo Plaza Shopping Center, has
expanded its hours today and will be open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. so people can donate blood.St. Francis
Cathedral will celebrate Mass at 5:15 p.m. today for the victims of the New York and Washington terrorist
attacks and the passengers of the hijacked airplanes and for protection of the United States. The Mass will be
followed by ecumenical prayer service at 6:30 p.m. Call 982-5619.

The Unity Church of Santa Fe is hosting a prayer vigil through 6 a.m. Thursday as part of the Unity Prayer
Vigil and World Day of Prayer. Prayers will be said for victims of the East Coast terrorist attacks. The
church is at 1108 La Cuchara Road, off of Camino de los Montoyas and N.M. 599. Call 989-4433.

The Los Alamos Study Group is sponsoring a panel at 7 p.m. today to discuss domestic and international
security and civil liberties. The panel will be held at Folgelson Hall, the Unitarian Church on Barcelona
Road. Other meetings will begin at 7 p.m. Thursday in Room C, the University of New Mexico's Continuing
Education Conference Center, Albuquerque, and at 7 p.m. Friday at Los Alamos High School. Call 982-
7747.

The First Church of Christ, Scientist will hold its regular meeting at 7:30 p.m. today at 323 E. Cordova Road,
focusing its lesson on healing in the aftermath of the terrorist attacks. The public is invited to attend. Call
982-54717.

The Christian Science Reading Room will be open for extended hours from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. today, Thursday
and Friday, and from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday. The Reading Room is at 142 Lincoln Ave., Suite 201. Call
982-1342.

The Church of the Holy Faith will hold a prayer service at noon today to offer prayers for the nation, the
victims of Tuesday's violence and for their families. The service, with hymns, will be held at the church, 311
East Palace Ave. Call 982-4447.

Author: The New Mexican
Section: Special Sections
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Closures, cancellations

The following public offices are expected to be closed today:

* Federal Emergency Management Agency Cerro Grande Fire service centers in Los Alamos and
Espanola.

* Pojoaque Public Schools and athletic events canceled; staff and administration should report to work.
School board meets at 6 p.m. at the Pablo Roybal Elementary School.

* Sporting events at West Las Vegas Schools are canceled.
Others:

* The scheduled inauguration Saturday of St. John's College President John Balkcom is postponed, as
is an inaugural concert Friday at the Lensic Performing Arts Center.

* Santa Fe Public Schools field trips are canceled for the remainder of the week; school is open.
* Los Alamos Schools are open, but families should listen to the news this morning for updates.
* Santa Fe city and county government offices are expected to be open today.

The following events have been planned related to Tuesday's attacks:

* A Unity day of prayer continues all day and all night through 6 a.m. Thursday at Unity Church of Santa
Fe, 1108 La Cuchara (off Camino de los Montoyas). Contact: 989-4433.

* A citywide Mass for all Catholic parishes at 5:15 p.m. at St. Francis Cathedral in Santa Fe. An
ecumenical prayer service follows at 6:30 p.m. Contact: 982-5619.

* The Los Alamos Study Group will hold a series of public discussions on "Security in the Wake of

Violence: Where Do We Go From Here?" First session at 7 p.m. today at the Unitarian Church, Barcelona
and Galisteo in Santa Fe. Again at 7 p.m. Friday at Los Alamos High School. Contact; 982-7747.

1ofl 11/3/05 2:21 PM
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ReSIdents Pray for Peace, Heallng

G oups Gather In -
‘. 5’C1ty To Fmd Comfort

)K/?M/

- WREN PROPP AND

 JENNIFER MCKEE
Journal Stajj‘ Writers o

v s*Santa, Feans - of dlfferent falths‘,
i:and phllosoph1es gathered at loca-

. ‘tions.around the city 'Iuesday night

| deadly terrorist attacks < and what
P _»happens next.

rething thatis- too- big for. us,”
Joe Cieszinski.of Santa Fe, one

New York City. yvery senously
“I'’know a lot of people were going

to:] .many- places to pray,” he said.

L “People just percelved a great need

", topray.

Capital Chrlstlans senior pastor
Ron Sebesta, offered the *micro-
phone to anyone who wanted to

talk and: pray -over: Tuesday” s .
"mihere to ask for God’s help for ;

_ about - 150 'people attendmg a-
o ,-prayer ‘'service at the nondenomina-

. Atlonal Capital Chrlstlan Church.',

. .:Cieszinski, the owner of Corner- :
' .'stone Books and fots said cus-
tomers to his store ’Iuesday took the .
events in. Washlngton D.C.; and

~ “America needs to be healed It’s easy to pomt ﬁngers

but Judgment pomts ﬁrst to the house of God.”

‘RON SEBESTA PAST R.

. - pray. Some read passages from the
. Bible and asked for God’s mercy,
- and guidance, <

- “This. even- transcends

glveness'hefore Judg:m ¢

said” “It’s easy to poin fingers but’
--judgment pomts flrst to the house of

God.” .

‘Members of the Umted Church of E

Santa Fe  off - St. Michael’'s' Drive

prayed for relief from feelings of °

révenge and for- peace throughout
the Middle East. *

"'The -Rev; " Talitha" Arnold; asked'
. people in the sanctuary to femem-
"ber that God is not a God of hate.

A: commeritator on -a radio pro-

-gram chilled her Tuesday with his
description of religious warfare; and i

holy wars, she said..

~ Arnold asked the congreganon to B

go out and proclaim “that God is not

aGod of death and destruction but a

; .God of life for all people v
pohtlcs o
~and . whatever . pohtlcal :divisions .

there may be said one'man.as he
_prayed for the nation’s leadersmp

Sebestaurged those ‘in‘attendance
" to look to:their: own' hearts’ for for-

“We must say 1t agam and agaxn ”
she said.
'Ibarfully, many. at ‘the’ church

: 'asked for God's presence. in those
‘still trapped in.the rubble in New
" York and for their loved ones. ‘They
~also asked that God grant peace to.
.“the ¢hildren of Palestme and Israel. -
* And they asked for love for children
‘who grow up ih cultures where they
T are encouraged to become su1c1de‘
'bombers '

‘Cary Arden of Santa Fe said she

. attended the United Church service

because she needed to Hear- some-

" thing other than the constant blare
‘of destruction from the television: -

“I needed to be-with people, with, -

- people of peace,” she said.

At ‘the Our Lady of Guadaiupe

'Church near downtown -Santa Fe,

Police Chaplain José Villegas led a

" Sec RESIDENTS on PAGE 2

. ..-_'..._._' i *Adl
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prayer vigil attended by about 20
people.

Villegas said he organized ’t‘he‘

event to pray for the police and fire
officers who were killed in the col-
lapse of the World Trade Center
buildings in New York or at the Pen-
tagon. o

An ecumenical prayer service at:

the historic Loretto Chapel in down-
town Santa Fe for about 50 people.

- ing.

- was led by Archbishop Richérd

Gundrey of the Church of the Anti-

och. . ‘ . .
‘His message was that openly
' grieving for the loss of the country’s”
‘peace and of the loss of families’.’

well-being was a step toward heal-

" “We need to cry, we need to beat
our breast ... thenfeel forgiveness,”
Gundrey said. o

Inabel Gricgo and Angie Ortj_z,
both of Santa Fe, said they attengded
the service because they needed to

pray. “We came to pray fér-every-
body, especially those_ who have

died,” Ortiz said.

Holding candles under a starless -
-night sky, a small group. gathered on

the east 'side of the state Capitol to
pray and appeal fo- peace, not retal-
iation. ' - '

. “My name is Trish,” said-one par-
ticipant. “I pray that ‘the love and
. beace that all’ of us have in our.

hearts will overcome.”
“My name is Francine,” said

another. “I hope for healing. I hope

for restraint.”

“I hope there won’t be any more
killing,” said Greg Mello, whose
Santa Fe-based disarmament orga-
nization, the Los Alamos Study
Group, informally organized the
gathering. '

“On the one hand, I'm a bit fright-

ened,” said' Jim Reale, who had
three brothers and many nieces and

_nephews in Manhattan. “But I'm

also frightened about the response
of the U.S. government.”



» O]fﬁaal says
similar attacks on
nuclear-weapons
lab would be
hard to stopl }7/)%l

By KRISTEN DAVENPORT
The New Mexican

Los Alamos National Laboratory
had about 20 kilograms of plutoni-
um stored in an unprotected area
until late August, which critics
say should make New Mexicans
worry about a terrorist attack on
the lab similar to those in New
York’and Washington on Tuesday.

Workers at Los Alamos Nat1on-

al Laboratory were evacuated
Tuesday 'in - case the. terrorist.

attacks spread west to the
nation’s nuclear-weapons com-
plex.

However, LANL offlcxals sa1d

‘absolutely no threats whatsoev--

er” were made against the lab.

Dick Burick, chief of security at -

LANL, said the energy secretary

sent all . energy-department

employees home about 11 a.m.
However Burick said, if some--

oné had targeted LANL — and -

the many kilograms of -radioac:

‘tive material throughout the lab-

oratory — in the same manner as

" the Pentagon, “that would have
been very difficult to stop.”

Please sée LANL, Page A-3

A Los Alamos
“National

- down in the wake®
. of terrorist ~
- attacks m-New

| Washington, |

Laboratory police -
officer directs
traffic on Pajarito
Road on Tuesday -
after the lab shu

York and

Craig Fritz .
The New-Mexica

R VR S i T
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“There s nothmg we: couldv " C

: ﬁ-"Penfegon — that Would be
Bur1ck said. “Any fa 5. * more attractwe to terrorlsts

,Amemca is. vulnerable
- However, Burick sa1d it

: Would depend on what .the

,Greg Mello
‘Los _ Alamos

. of Eher’gy
‘Nuclear -

- tities of plutonius
. side a building

; rie through
S " (tion-nuclear)
ck sa1d the ab’s if terrorists
A matenal ar

" States’, . duplicity" -and
hypocrisy ;" in ‘terms  of
", (riuclear). weapons; Los Alam-
os "s a hkely target "

area — Waltmg for ransport
_to the lab’s nuclear dump —
contamed up to, 20 kxlograms R
of plutonium, accordmg to’ - Fa
the DOE. That "amount is .t
enough to ' build " several ni

re very hardened' :
he:said. “It would: -~ -
fttodosig-

"bab reopen today
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Forum Opportunity To Reflect Aloud

Journal Staff and Wire Reports

U.S. ATTACKED N.M. RESPONDS
AT A GLANCE
A local forum today will provide a place for people to speak about Tuesday's events.

The forum is being organized by the Los Alamos Study Group, a nonprofit disarmament research and
education organization.

The discussion "Security in the Wake of Violence: Where Do We Go From Here?" aims to provide a
place for residents to express concerns about international and domestic security issues and civil
liberties, according to a news release.

"We want to try and uncover a wider perspective in the discussions," he says.

The forum will be at 7 tonight at the University of New Mexico Continuing Education Conference
Center in Room C. UNM Continuing Education is at 1634 University.

For more information about the forum, call 982-7747.

1of1 : 11/3/05 2:21 PM
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Forum to cover war alternatives
By Andrew Webb

A New Mexico military industry watchdog group is sponsoring a
forum tonight at the UNM Continuing Education Center on
national security and retaliation in the aftermath of this week’s
terrorist attacks.

The Los Alamos Research Group is sponsoring the forum, part of
a three-city series Wednesday through Friday. Group spokesman
Blake Trask said the organization contacted potential speakers
from UNM, local churches and government officials, but as of
Wednesday, he wasn't yet sure who would participate in the
forum, which will be open to the public.

“We're hoping to provide a counterbalance to press coverage,”
Blake said. "We're trying, at least at a local level, to provide for
community discussion of the national media response.”

He said one of the main topics of the meeting is finding
alternatives to what he called an outright war in retribution for
the hijacking of four airliners and subsequent crashes into the
World Trade Center and Pentagon. According to a press release,
the forum, “Security in the Wake of Violence: Where Do We Go
From Here?,” will explore the possible consequences of reprisal,
as well as potential effects to civil liberty resulting from increased
national security measures.

“We feel this really needs to be answered with alternative
analysis, rather than a rash attack,” he said.

He said he expects between five and seven speakers will respond
to audience members’ questions asked by a mediator. After some
discussion, participants may divide into groups and work with

individual speakers to brainstorm security and retaliation options.

UNM law professor Tim Canova said he will be one of the
speakers at tonight’'s forum. Canova lectures on international
trade and business, and has published articles on international
monetary law, he said.

He wasn't exactiy sure why he was invited, but said, “Certainly
there are a lot of economic causes to competition and hostility in
the world today.”

Canova said the Los Alamos Research Group also contacted

another law professor who is a former member of the American

Civil Liberties Union, as well as a local rabbi. He said he expects

much of the discussion to focus on potential changes to civil

liberty as new security measures are enacted in the coming days

and months, as well as retaliation. ~ gy

The forum is at 7 p.m. in Room C of the Continuing Education
Building, at 1634 University Blvd. NE. For more information, call
the Los Alamos Research Group at (505) 982-7747.
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N O SCHOOL IN LOS ALAMOS

EDDIE MOORE/JOURNAL

Bill Johnson, 18, left, and his brother Peter Johnson, 14, wait out-
side Los Alamos High School on Tuesday morning. School was dis-
missed in Los Alamos because of security concerns followmg ter-
rorist attacks on the East Coast.
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The Santa Fe Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends will hold a special worship meeting at 6
p.m. tonight at the Meeting House, 630 Canyon Road.Interfaith Meditation and a Prayer Vigil for Peace will
continue daily from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. in front of the Main Santa Fe Post Office on South Federal Place
through Saturday. The event is sponsored by the Buddhist Peace Fellowship, the Lorreto Community, the
Los Alamos Study Group, the Nevada Desert Experience and the Upaya Zen Center.

The United Church of Santa Fe, 1804 Arroyo Chamiso, will hold three services today in observance of the
national day of prayer and mourning. An early morning service will begin at 7 a.m. Additional prayer time
will be offered from noon to 1 p.m. An after-work service will start at 5:30 p.m. For more information call
988-3295.

Gov. Gary Johnson and state lawmakers will co-host a service of prayer and remembrance with the Santa Fe
Ministerial Alliance, noon, at the state Capitol rotunda.

Author: The New Mexican
Section: Main

Copyright (¢) 2001 The Santa Fe New Mexican
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Santa Feans gather to pray for peace. Maria Hayter, 89, was not listed as a speaker on the neatly printed fliers
distributed among the more than 400 people who attended New Mexico's prayer service at the state Capitol
Rotunda at noon Friday.

Well under 5 feet tall and cutting a figure reminiscent of Mother Teresa, Hayter patiently waited for her turn
to speak anyway. When she did, at the end of the service, her words commanded attention.

“"Why do they have to come and destroy our country? What do they want? The freedom that we have in the
United States of America?" Hayter asked the crowd. " There's only one God almighty that has to protect us
from that evil."

Many audience members who had withstood bagpipes, prayers and moving speeches for more than an hour
were moved to tears at Hayter's speech concerning the terrorist attacks on the East Coast, but they were also
moved to applause, cheers and hollers by the end.

“'I'm not giving up my country to nobody," Hayter emphatically said to a cheering crowd.

In response to President Bush's request for a national day of prayer and remembrance for the victims of
Tuesday's terrorism, prayer services were held all across the city Friday. Inclusion was the uniting theme,
and civic and religious leaders stressed that everyone was welcome.

""We need to stand as one in prayer and remembrance,” Gov. Gary Johnson told the audience, adding that the
religious freedom the United States is based on includes everyone -- especially Arab and Muslim Americans.

Religious leaders from 10 faiths spoke at the Rotunda, as did four New Mexico legislators, including
Speaker of the House Ben Lujan, a Nambe Democrat.

“It's difficult to find the words, and it's difficult to understand the emotions we're all feeling inside,” Lujan
said.

The Rev. Michael Shea of Our Lady of Guadalupe Church asked participants to hold hands as he recited the
Prayer of St. Francis. Many of them, who had it memorized, whispered the words softly as he spoke.

By no means, however, was the prayer service at the Rotunda the only one in town. A number of churches,
including the First Baptist Church of Santa Fe, The United Church of Santa Fe and St. Francis Cathedral,
also held prayer services at noon.

“"We're all praying to the same God for the same reasons," said Bill Kollasch, 57, who attended the prayer
service at St. Francis Cathedral. **We're praying for peace, reason and unity before one God."

The service at the cathedral was organized at the last minute but still drew between 300 and 400 people,
Kollasch said.

“'Some of them were going to come anyway," he said.



People continued a prayer vigil next to the main U.S. Post Office on South Federal Place in Santa Fe. The
vigil is expected to continue through today.

"We have Christians sitting with us. We've had Jews sitting with us. And we would like Muslims to join us,"
said Sarah Laeng-Gilliett, an organizer of the Interfaith Meditation and Prayer for Peace sponsored by the
Buddhist Peace Fellowship and the Los Alamos Study Group, among others.

People on cushions practiced metta -- a form of meditation that requires the participant to bring up loving
and kind thoughts for people in concentric circles, starting with himself, Laeng-Gilliett said.

Eventually, the circle includes the perpetrators of Tuesday's violence, Laeng-Gilliett said.

A nondenominational candlelight vigil is planned for 7:30 p.m. Sunday on the Plaza, and everyone in Santa
Fe is welcome, said Steve Potter, 42, an organizer of the event.

“'Bring a candle and an open heart," he said.

Author: WENDY WALSH, photo by Katharine Kimball
Section: Main

Copyright (¢) 2001 The Santa Fe New Mexican



-'organlzatlons seekmg “per-
. missioh to_continue a prayer

vxgll on the front lawn of the
main U.S: post office in dowii-

town: Santa Fe contacted the
leertles
- ‘tutional'and violates the First -
: Amendment i Laeng-Gllhett
. said. . '

“American " Civil_

;! Umon after they. were denied
a.permit by the federal gov-
ernment Fmday :

Sarah - Liaeng- Gilliett, an ,
organizer: -of “the Intecfaith

"Meditation and Prayer Vigil

for Peace,. said she arrlved'-

Friday morning and set: up on

the: front lawn of "the post.
.officé as- she had since Thurs-

day, but, was told by a securi-
ed a permit.
: response
: _ acks on''the
*East Coast'on Titesday: - '

The prayer vigil was spon- -

f sored by the ‘Buddhist Peace
‘ Fellowship~' “and; "the - Los

* Alamo Study: Group, among

. p.m.,
- 1nformed the permit had been

"board member
~ACLU 1ntends to take. up.the
1issue at their l-p m meetlng _

stood with.Laés
. day afternoon:
-signatu'res on
--ing the U.S. go
* to take viclent

Peace vigil told to move

o others, and was expected to :
.. ‘continue through Saturday.

The prayer vigil moved to’a

-mty-owned ‘lawn: 'beside -the
ge - -post’ office ‘while the permit
‘was: being' reviewed; Laeng-

Gllhett said. At -about ‘1:30
. Laeng-Gilliett '~ was
denied for: security reasons. -

“We think this is unconsti-

Mltch Buszek an’ A€LU
-said- the.

The
petition also asks-the govern--
ment to-strengthien: c1v11 1ib-
erties, not abrldge them

’Ihesday s terrorlsts



Photos by Julie Graber/The New Mexican

Daniel Plburn embraces his wife, Glselle, as they ]oined about 40 people at a candlejight wgil organized by the Los Alamos
Study Group on Tuesday evening. The vigil, in front of the New Mexwo State Capitol was a response to the terronst attacks in
New York City and Washmgton, D C..




1 for Friday and Saturday

| PERMIT CONFU-
% SION: Barbara .
Lopez, right of )

;' 'He1ghtened Secunty
Clted for Dec131on

: }BY WREN PrOPP ‘y%‘

Joumal Staﬁ Writer ~

A group of- praymé Buddhxsts v
‘and Christ_lax_ls were tossed off

Kokes, left ahd '
“other members
-of a medltatton :

‘received a permit to usé the lawn
-‘on Thursday, ‘but -the property
. manager for ‘the Albuquerque i
| :District of the General Service
. "Administration -denied .a permit

-'Ebbfé MOORE
. JOURNAL
Fhe group’s size, its signs. and L

_fher s and helghtened security »from the c1ty : mg likethis-be'co}isid!eared threat--
A -rgequlritxgeﬂts fﬁng:m?% ’I:xlesi She’s: dlsappomted _in  ening?” Laeng-Gilliatt asked,
% aﬂli?ie e sgltl de aih eoas et McGowans decision for use of -~ Friday afternoon, about eight
id the .gglx, 0. eml’vl Ggem_ > . the-space in front of the federal " members of the group were seat-
;S . Larry crowan. -‘biuilchng, which includes Santa ed ina circle on alarge tarp read-"
'  main post office. . ing aloud from a-book on a
+“I thought it was public proper-  Tibetan ceremony for thé dead.
Aty-...Iunderstand sécurity needs, - The board for Northern New
today The group haS a permlt but hOW cén an ecmenlce_d- meet_ T . See PRAYER on PAGE 3

v




Pra,.; er Group Demed Access

- from PAGE 1
n Mexxco Amerlcan C1v1l Liberties

Union plans to- discuss the denial _
‘of the permit at its meeting today, .

" -said - -board /' member = Mitch

. Buszek, ‘who. talked to members'

of the group on- Frlday aftemoon

1 .~ “They should beableto use pub~
lic property,” Buszek said.

The group is: ‘prayifig over the:

-deadly ‘terrorist attacks in New
York City and Washington, D.C.

" They also o¢ppose any violent
‘Fetaliation for the attacks.

Members of the -group Fﬁday

were passing out fliers listing
seven purposes. for their prayer
_and meditation; They also leaned

il .signs’ against .trees. in the city-

- owned, -grassy: medlan between
. Gratit Street and'thé federal prop-

| erty stating that hatred is not the
‘ansyer - '

Their ‘;gns ‘on Thursday sa1d
, reconcxhatmn ot retaliation”

- and- “contemplatlve presence m
- grief.” -

+“McGowan- sa1d Friday he had’

recelved _complaints -about the
signs on Thyrsday from workers

‘| in'the federal building.

“The signs, according to what
we had understood, were reflect-
ing political views,” McGowan
said.

None of 'the activities are for-
bidden on federal -property,
McGowan said, but the group was
_ larger and more active on Thurs-
day than he had been led to

“The (prayer group ) szgns, accordmg to what we

had understood, were reflecting political views.”
LARRY MCGOWAN PROPER‘I‘Y MANAGER'

‘ belie\}e

He heard reports there were 24

people at one time during Thurs- .
- group was willing to hand out |
fliers only at the sidewalk — not

day’s meeting of the group.-.
Laeng-Gilliatt’s husband, Ste-
fan  Laeng-Gilliatt, "said there
were about 18 people coming and
going at the event on Thursday.

An application-he = received
from.the group on Friday morn-

.ing, to enable them to return to

the property. that day and today,

“described more activity and more
. people than he thought a height-

ened level of security at federal
buildings could allow.

. “It was a group of things, it was-

‘n’t just one thing,” he said.

'McGowan said he ‘is not dis-
criminating against the ‘group
because of thexr Inessage.

“If this was any group” with the

same numbers and the same -

activities, his response¢ would
have been the same, he said. Any

group usually receives a one-day .

permit and all groups using feder-

--al property must have a permit,
- he said.

. The original request for a per-
mit said six people would be in
meditation and prayer; the second
request for a permit stated two to

ten participants would be sitting

and walking around, with  cere-

monies and dlscussmn McGowan '

said. ,
Sarah Laeng-Gllhatt said the

on the federal property itself —
but Buszek said the group should -

"be allowed to distribute. fliers

anywhere on the property.

No.one complamed to the group .
about the signs or fliers on Thurs- :
day, she said. :

~‘Buszek said he also plans to
complam to. Rep. Tom Udall, D-
N.M., who represents Santa Fe in
the 3rd Congressional District,
about the denial of the perxmt

The group also is cxrculatmg a
petition from the Los Alamos

" Study Group, extending sympa-

thy. to the victims of the attacks
and calling for restraint while

‘bringing those behmd the attacks

to. Justlce
“We must bring the guﬂty to

justice, but we cannot kill inno- -

cent men, women and chﬂdren »
the petition states.

The petition calls for the pro--
tection-of constitutional rights of
Americans, .especially those of
Arab-Americans. o _

. The group plans to return to its -

activity on the city-owned Grant
Street site at 9 a.m. today
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(Our respon

se must be deliberate;

iy

just and humane)

\ X /e, the undersigned, extend our deepest sympathy to the victims of last week's terrorist attacks. We cll on our elected leaders'to
‘ respond With the utmost Msdom—-an’d restraint—to these acts. We must bring the guﬂtjt’o Justice, but we cannot kill innocent’
men, women; and-¢thildren. To do so would betray our deepest values. Such a course of action could very easily draw us into a spiral of
violence that would truly destroy our security, undercut our humanity, and damage-our d'crﬂocracy far more than could any terroxist act. .
To lure us into a vengeful response may well have been-a goal‘of the attackers. We must resist this temptation. No terrorist attack from
the outside, however severe, can dés;roy America:Only a betrayal of cur core values could do so. For this reason we must also be espedially
careful to protect the constitutional rights of all ‘Américans—especially Arab-Atnericans, who aré now vulnerable to unwartanted accusation,

discrimination or worse. We need'to strerigthen civil libetties, not abridge them. If we wish t6 be a traly great demacracy, secure from- - ‘

fear, we must have the courage to lead the world in'the paths of justice, not those of violence.

'

' S};;:lléy Bﬁonaiuto ’

- Lyra B_udcr-Dcm.nah

Chellis Glcndhnkxg,‘.lsﬂpi T -

-"Martina H. Moycfs -

30 : e Marcus Bi:dcr-Dcmhm " Loufs A" Gorizalez - - * Ingrid Mulvey
. : AnnDasburg g Cecilia Campos . - Shirley Gréene Davis ‘William Nevius
» Borest Guardians - " Bvelyn Candelaria Sandy Grodin ‘ Deborah O'Bine *
o e Qr¢en Party Of Sdnta Fe '~ Frank (Felix) Candelarii Mindy Grossberg -Thomas 'W. Ocken
‘ . ‘Lag Alamos Smdy Group- Patrick Carpenter Tomas Haywood - Heather O'Friel )
) : '"'S anta F e Stone i co "Pang Castaldi Stan and Patricia Heyman Paul 3nd Sheryl Olmstead
o - c Rebecca Cecil Joel- Hobbs ' John Otter
’ SouthWCSt.Ean-gY Institu *John and Marianne Chamberlain Merrill Hoegh Kerry Owens
- Wild Angels ' Jerome Chavez Victoria Hoffman - . David A. Pace
) g . Miguel Chavez, Santa Fe City Penny Holland * Ann Peters
(The {zbouc are' major ufontn'butorx to th"f a“? “Thormas Cirolia Ardelle Hough Damcl Piburn
. ; : i Lydia Clark Hannah Hughes .. . " . Vicroria Price
‘;;ilo;fcd;;s:cﬁ:g Mohering magazine Jill and Greg Cliburn ’ ]cﬁnifer_]’phnson o Dan Rchr
Rio Bravo -Bruce Clotoorthy Fritz Kackley Clibarlcr_xc Readly
Thubten Norbu Ling Phelosha- Collaros Judy Karl . ‘)'xim'Rca.lc
Carla Baron Lucy Collier o Greta Keleher * Sialia RJck.c
Allan Capling. . NK;&:haclT Collins - Erin Kelsey. . Barbara Riley .. -
Allenr Cooper i C%{'xrmcy Cook’ - Joanne Kelsey Sue Rosenberg
Diana Alley I N@Vm“ Cock - Nancy Repny - - Mary Beth Sarr
Rob Althaus . Kifand Helen .Comcl_i“ .‘ ' Karen Klert ’ Ja}t Schecker ‘
Kadi Andﬁkopodos .. Peter: Cummings - Sean Knight 'I'.am.c Renfro Sedillo .
Edward Archeleta o Annc'DankoE Tom Knobloch Masion Scy_mou‘r
Greg Baine .- - :Wendy Dankoff - Betty Kronsky ‘,Chris P Sharp *
Julia Barnes Susanna de Fanc.- ) _ Elaine La Foret - Howard Shulman
Wil Barnes. . Bugke Denman Yvonne Lake , Arthur Silvers o
Craig Barnes Ann B DiBurro .\ Atlene Lewallen. . Aﬂzn and Johanna Sindlar
Miksela Barpes ‘Charles Dickerson” . Nichoe Lichen’ Monika Steinhoff *
~ - .- 'Patridia Malan 7 """ Raberta Loftfiald . M. Sudbrink -
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_ Shama Beach

Charles Bell

.. Entheos Bqllas

- Alexi Bcrgcron

Eddy Biy
Jim Biy, Bsq. -
Evan Blakestone
Beatrice Boles
Nan Bourne
D.,]crrc& Boynton
Karen Bradley
Aline Brandauer
Peter Breslin -
Lynn Buck
Bess Budow -
Norman Budow -
Lauren Bunker . o
Amy Bunting
David Busby
Sally Buder

e L el L R L sy

Dear Representative Udall
U. 8. House of Representatives
Washmgton, DC20515 °

We grieve deeply with the victims of thm'

weeks tragic arimes. We must bnng the

lry to justice, but under no dreurnstances | -

should we ever kill innocent children,”
women, or men. To do so-would betray our

. deepest values. It would also be 2 criminal

_ act,and would be ‘widely pcrcclvcd as such. "

Any action taken by thé United States must

comply fully with applicable international

laws whlch protect thc innocent in conflict.
: . Very smccrcly,

——-—--——-—--——--—_-----

. Clip, sign and mail this letter to
U. §. House of Representatives
Wash.mgton, DC 20515

For more information to sign
Los ALAMOS STUDY GROUP 212 East Marcy,

n._....'.....‘...4..'—...,..‘....;..'...;,.;..._.;...-_......-.,

Raciel and T, Espcr:mza
Alderi Field
Jeremy Fisher

B Courtney Fia'gen!'dh

. Denise Fort

; , Franéine Foster

- . 7'Doug Frazier ° '
.. Claite Gallagher

Roberto Gallegos - a

* Cithetine Gargia ;|

Eniily Garcia' -
Andrew Gellady

.

r--h—-—_—————-————~———~,——-

Philip Kcsslct and]cnmfcr Espcnnza

..,-----------------------
Dear Senator Bmgaman TernooE
. U.S. Senate
Washingson, DC.20510

We: grieve dccply with the victims 6f this
. week's ragic crimes. We must biing't thc
- gudlty o justice,but under no drcumstances
should we ever kill innocent children,
women; or men. To do so would bctray our
decpest: valites. It would als6, be ' criminsl
act;and waild bé widely petceived as such. ” ¢
- Any action taken by the United States must
comply fully with applicable international
taws, which protect the inhocent in conflict.

' Roberta Loftfield Do

]anct Marshall
AnnMassmm o

) Donumquc Mazcaud
- GW. McClure
Todd Mchy :
. James McGra:h
.o Michelle Meaders
" Greg Mello
Reith Melton'-
L Thomas Metcalf
h Shiclby Millér - :
Virginia and Jick Mlllcr
Barbara Miller
Sam and Wendy Miller Hite
Elizabeth Mims
Lucy Moore - -+

Very sincerely,

B e ot e o e ot o vt e o o o o e e o]

-Clip, sign and mail this letter to
U. S. House of Representadives

Washinigeon, DC 20510

Wt et e o 2o

-

.

T,

P e -

.. M. Sudbrink .
S¥acsol Sullivan |
=, gud Thompson
' Lmdzj Todd
Blake Trask
~Susan Umstot
¥incente Villareal
Hans Von Briesen
- Kathryn Walker
Vallie A, Wcmdgartcn
qumony West

“Hish Williaras-Neusch
" Rithard Wotmer ST
Judith Weith
Jeanests Young
Charles Zimmerman

-Dear Sedator Domenid -
U. S. Senate.
‘Washington, DC 20510 .

‘We:grieve deeply with the victims of this
week’s tragric crimes. We must bring the
guilty to Justice, but undér no arcumstances

should we ever kil innocent children, -

. women, Or, men. T do so wonild betray our

) deepest vahxcs. It would' also be a criminal

- act; and vguld be widdly perceived as such.

" Any action‘taken by the United States must
comply ﬁlﬂy wxch applicable international
Laws, ‘wh.lch protcct the innocent in conflict,

- Very sincerely, .

Clip, sign and niail this letter to
U. 8. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510

the petition or to help pay for this ad, please contact:
Suite 10, Santa Fe, NM 87501 - 505-982-7747 » ‘info@lasg. org » www.lasg.org
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Todajf’s 'wr‘z"ter,‘aformer Los -
Alamos scientist who recently quzt
his job at Lawrence Livermore .
National Laboratory ori  principle,
is urging other scientists to do the

same. But quitting is tough, and
scientists who do so need

an organization to support them,
he says. Here’s hzs pztch

By Andreas Toupadakis

Despite the fact that we live in a-world of i mcreasmg
violence in every walk of life, humans still have not lost
hope; they talk about pedce as they have done since the
beginning of time.

Somé advocate peace by prcpanng for war; others ad-.
vocate peace by preparing for peace.

I thought I could do peaceful work inside this nation’s
nuclear weapons labs, but I learned I was wrong; so, 1.
resigned, and now I urge others to do the same..

If scientists stop developing the instruments of mass
destruction, the government wﬂl be powerless to contin-
ue developing them. : :




Yesigned, and now 1 Urge owers 1o ao e same. .
If scientists stop developing the instruments of mass
destruction, the government will be powerless to contin-

ue developing them.
There are thousands upon thousands of reconciliations

. taking place among people everyday around the world,

but the mainstream media never talk about them. Instead

they talk about violénce and its results.

- Whether we like it or not, we cannot deny the fact that

the magpitude of death and sorrow-from a violent act is

" proportional to the degree of technological sophistica-

" tion employed in the act: Wars with spears in the past
cannot compare with the
électronic, atomic wars of .
today. In past wars, mostly
soldiers would die, but to-
day mostly civilians die.
The.technology separates
and dehumanizes us from
‘the actual act of killing,

In the past, a soldier
could see the expression
on the face of his opponent
as he died. Today, howev-
er, thousands of people can

“be vaporized instantly,
while others can languish
in pain for years, and fu-
ture generations can be af-

-fected. But the person who

“Jaunched the initial
weapon will have seen

¢ nothing of this but possibly

some words on a computer

screen.”

Scientists and engineets
have always served soci-
ety for the good, but we

cannot deny that scien-.
tists and engineers have also played the greatest role in
violence committed against life, and this is tue - -
throughout history.

It was science and technology that contributed to the

human tragedy of the past two world wars. It is science |

and technology that has prepared such an unthinkable
war machine today, which, if' used, will abolish it all.
Scientists have penetrated the microcosm and the
macrocosm to a great degree, but they have fazled to
penetrate the self,

Nuclear weaponeers
These days, more than ever, the scxenusts and engi-

neers working at New Mexico’s Los Alamos National .
Laboratory and Sandia National Laboratories and at

Califomnia’s Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

— and at all other Departmerit of Energy resedrch and -
manufacturing centers for weapons of mass destruction.
— are being called upon to re-evaluate their positions
and beliefs.

The natures and roles of these laboratories is well hid-
den behind the names of the operators: the University-of
California and Lockheed Martin. The labs also hide their
true natures behind an insignificantly small number of
non-weapons research programs that are'heavily pro- -
moted.

" Almost everyone in these laboratories tries to put such

facts in a dark corner of their consciences, as denial is
the only way to live comfortably with this knovledge.

These laboratories have prepared and still are develop-
ing more nuclear weapons of indiscriminate death and
suffering to all life. These weapons are so catastrophi-
cally potent that the only name appropnate for them -
should be “satanic weapons.” ¢

Task the scientists working on them to lift up their
eyes from their books and take their hands away from -
their computers for awhile and loek at-the big picture —
the big picture which most of them ignore.

The fact is that they work for a government that in-
creasingly has isolated itself from the rest of the world,

. through a foreign policy that is despised by many other
nations and that is destabilizing the world. It isa policy -
_ that aims to accomplish world domination, even ifitis

- necessary to use weapons of mass destruction to achisve

this goal. .
We comfonably judge Hitler and his army of scien-

. tists and engineers who brought blood and tragedy to the

world, but we feel uncomfortable in judging our own
leaders and scientists. Yeta miscaleulation today by
them would be the end of civilization, and, deep down,
we know that.

- Aselfish foreign poficy

Let us look at some of of the U.S. government’s recent
actions for which no American citizen, and especially
scientist, can be proud of:

» The United States has rejected the Kyoto Protocol to
start reducing the carbon dioxide emissions from fossil
fuel burning that are responsible for global warming. On
July 23, with the United States holding out, 178 coun- -
tries negotiated rules for implementing the hallmark

- global greenhouse treaty within a United Nations frame-

work to combat Climate Change. The United States

- ineanwhile objected to the treaty’s possible impact on its

economy and judged it ““fatally flawed.” Yet other na-
tions hailed this agreement as “a major breakthrou

= The United States has rejected the germ—warfare ac-.
cord, putting the entire agreentent in peril. Negotiations

" had been ongoing for almost seven years to find a way

to ban biological weapons, but the United States sent the

- effort into a tailspin because of “long-standing con-

cems.” Thie U.S. position has put the fate of future talks
in doubt.

u The United States has rejected the Comprehensive
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, which it and its NATO part-
ners had helped negotiate, to ban all nuclear test explo- .
sions and thereby prevent the development of new nu-
clear weapon types. Despite the rejection, NATO allies

Lawrénce Spohn/Tribune
Andreas Toupadakls (center) makes a point to reporters last month at a press conference in Livermore, Calif.,
while unvelling an antknuclear group's billboard. The billboard urges scientists at nearby Lawrence Livermore
National Laboratory to' abandon their nuclear weapons work — as ‘has Toupadakis, who resigned his
Livermore Lab chemist’s positlon last yéar. :

are urging the United States to continue toprovide its
* share of financial support for the treaty’s International

Momtormg Systern, which is vital to U.S. national test-
monitoring goals, as-well. However; the Bush adminis-
tration continues to project a negative position: It will
not seek Senate approval for U.S. ratification inits cur-
rentsession and, at the same time, wants the Nevada

" Nuclear Test Site readiness pushed up. Yet officially, “It

does not see any need for a resumption of test explo-
sions in the foreseeable future.”

» Various government documnents show that the Unit-
€d States plans to control the world militarily by 2020,
specifically through the domination of space. War plan-
ners anticipate “conflict involving employment of strate-
gic forces and weapons of mass destruction, major the-
atre wars, regional conflicts and smaller-scale conitin-
gencies.” U.S. military documents predict that “we will
win— but we should not expect war in the fufure to be
either easy or bloodless”

® U.S. policy aims to deceive the wotld, its adversaries
and allies alike, as well as its own citizens. In his com-

. méntary titled, “Media are sadly misguided in missile-

defense tests,” in the Aug. 26 issue of The New York
Times, Thomas A. Halsted writes: “For years, the Penta-

- gon and its Ballistic Missile Defense Organization have

engaged in a continuing éffort to delude the public and
Congress into believing the United States is well on its

‘way to developmg a workable defensé against ballistic

missiles.” He asks, “Who benefits from such a decep-
tion?” And he lists the missile-defense system’s princi-
pal contractors: Boeing Co., Raytheon Corp., TRW Inc.
and Lockheed Martin Corp. :

But scientists are the pillars for this deception, and
MIT scientist-professor Ted Postol spoke about this
fraud on CBS News’ “60 Minutes I” in an interviewa -
year ago, saying: “When I talk fraud, I’m being careful -
about the use of the word. I'm not saying there are peo-
ple who have made a mistake, and I disagree with them.

.. 'm saying that there are people who know that this
system will not work and are trying to cover it up. That’s
what I’'m saying here. So I am makmg a serious charge
Tknow that.”

In all of these policies, the U.S. government derives

" power directly from science. It is the scientists and engi--

neers who make it possible for the government to act
with such arrogance. Therefore, scientists couldand -

_should influence the government against these destabi-

hzmg policy choices, if not for the rest of the world,
Please see LABS/D2




described a state.of affaifs thatis identical "
. or perhaps even worse today, He said i

_ shown much-intérest in great mtcmaflon,

: atfnament ocoupies, first place today. -

LFREdS 7O L1

-then for this country’s own sake.

Let us npt forget Einstein’s words for
Americans, which are still'validtoday. .-
Speaking on his first impressions of the -
United States in 1921, the famgous'scientist

news interview for Nieuwe Rotterdamsch
Courant: “The United States isthe most
powerful’ among the technically advanced

countries in the world today. Its influence . -
on the shaping of international relations is 5
- absolutely incalculable. But Americaisa -

large country, and its. people have so far no

‘Thls must be changed, if.only i Ameri-
ca’s own interest. The last- war has’ showm .
that there are nb longer any barriers ¥
tween the continents. and that the:déstinies
of all countties are closely interwoven. The
people of this country must realizé that they
have a great responsxblhty in the sphere of
interriational politics. The part of passive -
spectator is unworthy of this country and is:
bound in the end to lcad to dxsaster all
round.”

Such is the case for nuclcar weapons, be-
cause the American public has beer totally
and deliberately excluded fromi policy deci-
sions, which are vital if we are to-change. -

Einstein said in 1947 that “unless Ameri-
" cans come to realize that they arenot ~
stronger in the world because they have the -
. bomb but weaker because of their vulnera- -

bility t6 atomic attack, they are not likely to
conduct their policy at the United Nations
or in their relations with Russia in 2 spirit
that funhers the arrival at an undetstand—

- ing.”

His words on Feb. 16 1931, at the Cah-

. -fornia Institute of chhnology still echo

true today: “If you want yout life’s work to

. be useful to mankind, it is not enough that

you understand applied science as such.
Concern for man himself must always con-

stitute the chief objective of all techinologi- .

cal effort, in such a manner as to assure that

a blessing to.mankind, and not a curse.

: Never forget this when ‘you are pondermg

. scientists and engineers to do what? To pre- -

over your diagrams and equations.”

"Away out
Judging from my own experience at two

U.S. laboratories of weapons.of mass de-

struction, I know that many scientists desire
to leave these places of war science. How- -

ever, they have been trapped by the attrac-
txve high salaries and benefits.

" We Americans are paying high salaries to

pare for the death, even by mistake, of our
whole planet. Now our government is tak}

ing away our taxes to put these-weapons in .

" space.

Therefore, hereisa proposal to help-sci-

. entists extricate themselves from this
. dilemma. I cail it the “Help Scientists and”

Engineers for Peace Fund.” It would pro-
vide money, here and around the world, to
help scientists and engineers give up war
science for worthwhile civilian research.

There are thousands of environmental
and peace organizations around the world,
that can help-make this happen. With the
contribution of an insignificant amount
from each of their members and funding
foundations, a fund of millions of dollars
could be created to help scientists and engi-
neers of conscience abandon the weapons.
work. )

It is interesting to note that Einstein, in
1930, spoke on behalf of war resisters and
said: I suggest that pacifists of all countries
start raising funds to support those who
would want to refuse military service but
who cannot actually do'so for lack of finan-
cial means. I, therefore, advocate the estab-
lishment of an international organization
and an international pacifist fund to support

E-

.. the active war résisters of our day.”

He did not only suggest this idea for war -

_resisters, but also for Genmian séieatists, to

help them leave Germany so that they

- would not serve in Hitler’s military prepa-

rations.

With the end of the Cold War, the time -

has arrived for such a fund to support scien
1ists and engineers in disengaging them--

" selves from War tesearch and development. '

We are running out of time. The atomic
clock is dlways near midnight,
Organizations, such as the following,
have advocated peace since their creation
and have the resources and other capabili-
ties to organize such & fund. They include:
# Los Aldmos Study Group at <o
http:/lwww.lasg.org/hmpgfrm—ahtmi
= Nuclear Watch of New Mexico at -

- http://www.nukewatch.org/index.html

-® Western States Legal Foundation at

" httpi/fwww.wslfweb.org/index.htm

" m Abolition 2000: A Global Network to

" Eliminate Nuclear Weapons at

http://www.abolition2000. org/mdex html
= Pugwash Conferences on Science and

- World Affairs at

http://www.pugwash.org/
‘s International Network of Engineers and.

" Scientists for Global Respons1bxhty at’
i " http:/fwww.inesglobal: org/
the results of our scientific thinking may be -

# Physicians for Social Respons1bxhty at

" http:/ivwww.pst.org/

» Union of Concerned Scientists at
http://www.ucsusa.org/index.htinl -

= Tri-Valley CARE (Communities
Against a Radioactive Environment) at -
http://www.ige.org/tve/

Scientists at Los Alamos.and the other -

nuclear weapons labs should be motivated
to reconsider the cultiwe-of their own work-

place, given the extraordinarily ill treatment -

and astonishing release from a nine-month

jail confinement of former Los Alimos Lab’

physicist Dr, Wen Ho Lee. The same can be
said in regard to the proposed polygraphy .
testing and its disturbing history smce it
was proposed.

Humanity’s hope is that the scxennsts and .
" engineers will be motivated by such a fund
to take the courageous, principled path and

t0 work on behalif of something they feel is
-meaningful, something that they believe in.

A hard path ouit _
On the other hand, I feel morally and ethi-

cally bound to reveal to my weapons labs
colleagues the risks inherent in following

- their conscience.

Many of these scientists did not have full
and complete knowledge of the future use
and results of their research on humanity
and Earth at the time that were they were
hired. It is appropriate that they have
knowledge of the risks involved and make
an informed decision before they take the
principled path out'of the labs.

Depending on their personal circum-
stances and their future plans, their eco-
nomic security could be fleeting. It is possi-
ble that the scientist who will stand apart
from the crowd could be abandoned and

. even attacked by fiiends and foes.

Scientists must examine their con-

“sciences, and only if the inner voice assures

that they have the required strength to carry

~them through should they break away from

war science, then and only then will their *
action bear fruit. -

- OnJan, 31.0£ 2000, I resigned from my
permanent, highly pald, classified position
at Livermore.

I went to Livermore believing that 1
would be useful in helping to dismantle nu-
clear weapons andin, disposing of their
deadly byproducts That was my desire and

" intent.

Instead, I found ‘myself expected to work

" on the maintepance of nuglear weaponsas -

part of the Stockpile Stewardship- -program.
I had not, been informed properly about the

nature of iny future work because of securi-

ty reasons. .
When I realized that within the lab, envi--

* . ronmental or non-proliferation work are il-

Iusions, ] decided to resign. My conscience
simply did not allow me to work for the de-
velopment or maifitenance of nuclear:

-weapons. [ believe that if a foundation or
" institution is corrupt, you must wash your

hands and withdraw from it.

But to do so is not an easy maiter. We all
know deep in our heatts that the path we
were meant to travel is ‘the one that supports

“us not just financially but also most impor-

tantly, emotionally.

It has not been easy for my family and
myself since my resignation. Circum-
stances have led us to virtually give away

- our house because of the present-bad hous-
ing market and move to a different, less ex-

pensive city. If we do not do this, we will
not be able to make mortgage payments.

~This is not easy on the social lives of my -
children, who will be changing schools and

friends. By having part-time jobs or no
jobs, we have been without medical insur-
ance, and our income is far less than that

needed to make ends meet. One of our cars -

has just given out and is not worth repair-
ing; yet we cannot replace it at present. We
hope our other one will hold out unnl cir-
cumstances improve.

So, would I choose to do it again? Yes, I -

would. But, clearly, I could have used help.
The response of peace-seeking associa-

‘tions to the distresses of the future “break-

away” scientists will be an indication of
whether they have a tyue desire fo keep the
pedce message alive and to supply the lo-
gistical support necessary to promote it.

T believe it is the hope of most people of -
the Earth that scientists and engineers will
be motivated to abandon their war-enabling
ways before a world tragedy strikes.

We need to publicize and hold as role
models future scientists who will renounce
weapons work. Students at all levels of edu-
cation should know about them. Let us start
glorifying peace instead of war, to give a
chance to our children to live their lives in
peace and harmony.

They do not deserve what we have pre-
pared for them. Being ten minutes away
from a universal catastrophe at any given
moment, we have an obligation not just to
abolish weapons of mass destruction but
also'to abolish war as a national policy.

Mo
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TERROR STRIKES AMERICA She is nearly 80 years old, proud of her country, horrified by the attack
upon its citizens.

But Dorelen Bunting isn't waving a flag, humming the national anthem or pumping her fist in celebration of
a coming war.

She's working for peace.

"We don't think mass bombing of civilians is going to be productive," said Bunting, a founder of the Peace
and Justice Center. "And we think that bombing a country of refuge (for a suspected terrorist) would create
more antagonism and more hostility."

Her quavering voice and measured speech, however, cannot stretch from Albuquerque to Washington, D.C.
In the nation's capital Monday, President Bush vowed to get terrorist Osama bin Laden "dead or alive," even
if more Americans lose their lives in the process.

"I want justice," Bush said.

Bunting wants justice, too. But she worries that militancy is a poor excuse for patriotism and that violence in
the name of America could backfire on Americans.

"] don't object to people expressing their patriotism," she said of the U.S. flags that suddenly adorn houses,
businesses, construction cranes and car antennas. "That's a source of solace to people. "But it's dangerous in
one respect. Over our history, we've always been willing to jump in and take on an enemy without much
thought. It's simplistic thinking."

It won't be simple to take out bin Laden or all the other terrorists who have targeted America as the enemy.
Bush and his advisers speak of a lengthy ground war on ground that we do not know, against a foe whom we
do not understand. And yet to demand anything less sounds hollow and weak.

Ordinary people strapped into airplane seats were turned into human missiles, wiping out thousands of other
innocent civilians. The horror of cleaning up the carnage has consumed the spirits of rescue workers and
those of us left behind.

Friends and relatives still wander the streets with photocopies of their loved ones' pictures. Have you seen
him? Is she alive? He was my one true love. She was my everything.

How can we not demand reparations? How can we not ensure that the villains who plotted against us never
again get such a chance?

"If we have a global economy," Bunting said, "then we have to think globally. We can't just think, 'Our
country, right or wrong.' We have to be a world community.

"And it's much harder to build peace through world community. It takes a lot of diplomatic skill and ongoing
work."



Bunting has pursued that goal for decades. In the 1960s, she opposed America's involvement in the Vietnam
War. In 1983, she helped found the Peace and Justice Center.

The front door of its small University Area headquarters is freckled with announcements of rallies, with
petitions that call for restraint and with this handwritten poster: "Violence is wrong, no matter who commits
it."

The petitions, prepared by the Los Alamos Study Group and intended for our congressional delegation,
warn that killing innocent people in another country "would betray our deepest values."

"To lure us into a vengeful response may well have been a goal of the attackers," it says. "We must resist this
temptation."

There are those who would call that stance unpatriotic, anti-American.
Bunting has heard such charges before.

"I don't feel anti-American," she said. "I just believe that the U.S. should provide constructive leadership in
the world. That hardly exists anymore."

Patriots can surely deliver the wrath of a nation, but they can also demonstrate the highest glory of
democracy: Americans are endowed with the right to speak freely about complex issues, to talk out our
competing ideas and to choose the ones that the greatest number of us can support. Somewhere in our molten
marketplace of ideas, we must hear Bunting's voice, too. It's the patriotic thing for all of us to do.

Nelson's column runs on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. Call her at 823-3691 or send e-mail to
knelson@abqtrib.com.

Author: Kate Nelson
Page: A4

Copyright, 2001, The Albuquerque Tribune



Group to deliver

- ‘waste’ to governor

An anti- nuclear group

| plans to deliver 1,000 cans
of mock nuclear waste to

Gov. Gary-, Johnson’s 0ff1ce |
today to publ1c1ze its. ¢+ . ™

‘I -effortsto close a waste-

storage site in Los. Alamos.
.The Los Alamos Study
Group says its “can- palgn”
is-aimed at closing the so- . "
called Area G, which has -

: accumulated more than 11

million cubic feet of toxic.

‘and radloactlve waste smce N

1957.
The cans, whlch contam :

| various foods are labeled .

to look like nuclear—waste :

“drums with a letter on the

labels, asking Johison'to ™ -

donate the food to charity, -

says a news release. -
‘Study Group Director

- Greg Mello saysinthe =

release that Los Alamos

| National Laboratory should :

close the sife..
““There is no: perfect
answer to'the question of

* what to do with the waste

Los Alamos keeps generat-

- ing,” he said. “Making less of |
|- it iscertainly possible. But -
* under rio-citcumstances |

should dumping the waste in
shallow unlined pits above

your driﬂking-‘Water‘supplies

be among the answers we’
ought to consider.” o K
Voo

 Staff and wire reports |
ldw Mexiuv—




~ Johnson gets a taste of CAN-Paign effort

.

. S ] EE ; i ~ Katharing Kimball/The New Mexican
Los Alamos Study Group volunteer Bob Shaw, right, placés a hox of canned food — repackaged to resemble miniature drums of .
radioactive waste — inside Gov. Gary Johnson’s office Thursday as fellow volunteer Cathie Sullivan watches. The group, a Santa_
Fe-based nonprofit, organized the canned-food drive. Each can of vegetables represents the plea of a New Mexican that the state
step in and close the radioactive-waste dump at Los Alamos National Laboratory, according to a study-group news release. Letters
addressing Johnson and affixed to the labels of the cans request the food be donated to the poor after the governor notes the

_hames and addresses of the New Mexicans sending the food. C o q / VA [ /O |
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of food as nuclear

waste drums to push for
closure of LANL dump

By JENmR McKEE. .

“Journal Staff Writer

. A Santa Fe msarmMent'gr()up

- stacked 1,000 cans of sweet peas,
-mixed veggies and “other Del-
Monte treats — each decorated to -

look like a mini-drum of nuclear

. waste — in Gov. Gary Johnsons

offlce Thursday.

Johnson was in an au'plane
somewhere ,over Alamogordo at

_ the time, said his scheduler, and |

was not available for comment.

His spokeswoman, Diane Kinder-
water, said Thursday evening the
governor has not decided what to -

do with the 1,000 cans.

The move is part of an ongoiné
campaign by the Los Alamos
Study Group to persuade Johnson

_to help close Los Alamgs National

Laboratory’s nucléar waste dump
and. to persuade the nation to
spend more money on food rather

- than-bombs.

.The lab repeatedly has said the

'\ dump, known as Area G, is safe. . .

- “Our investment in nuclear
- Wweapeons is starving our society,”
-said Greg Mello, head of the study
" group, at a brief news conference.
in Johnson’s outer office. “In this
_case, chili with beans is a better

investment.”

Mello intends to deliver 45,000
such cans to Johnson before the
campaign is through, although he

said the group has only sold 1,300
of the cans since the can drive
- began in June. He is asking John-

son to donate the cans, which peo-
ple bought from the study group
for $3 each; to a local charity. The

waste drum decoration peels off to
reveal the omgxnal Del- Monte

. label.

. Johnson’s scheduler said she
didn’t know what Johnson would

" do with the cans of food. No

" response was

uke Protesters [ake Case to Gov.

‘= Group decorates cans

JOSH STEPHENSON/JOURNAL

CAI.LING FOR ATTENTION. Greg Mello of the Los Alamos Study Group hangs a sign over cans of food dec-
orated to look like drums of nuclear waste that Mello and other nuclear disarmament supporters brought

to the govemor's office Thursday.

office. .
Although the event was not

. scheduled to be a question-and-

answer with any state officials,
Environment Department Secre-

tary Pete Maggiore . came to the

‘event.

-Maggiore said later that his
department -is. looking into
whether the state has legal author-
ity to take any action to close the
federal lab’s dump.

“It’s not clear from a legal per-

" spective,” he said.

Maggiore also said his staff is
examining whether closing the

" dump is the best option — if the

state were able to requu‘e such a

~ move.

available later.
_Thursday from. the governor’s

NOT REALLY WASTE: Cans of cut green beans, whole kernel corn and
other vegetables masquerading as nuclear waste were delivered to
Gov. Gary Johnson by the Los Alamos Study Group on Thursday.
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Gatherings today to call for peace
Santa Feans can choose from several peace events scheduled for today.

There's a People's Walk for Peace from the Capitol to the Plaza, starting at 10 a.m. and concluding with an
informal gathering of local musicians.

An Interfaith Prayer and Meditation Vigil for Peace is planned for 9 a.m. to noon on the grassy area between
the main Post Office and Grant Avenue. This event is sponsored by the Buddhist Peace Fellowship, Los
Alamos Study Group, Santa Fe Vipassana Sangha, Mountain Cloud Zen Center, the Upaya Zen Center,
Nevada Desert Experience, The Center for Action and Contemplation and the Spiritual Economics Series.

In the afternoon, the Peace Action Coalition is sponsoring a Gathering for Peaceful Alternatives from 1 p.m.
to 5 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church at Marcy Street and Grant Avenue.

Author: The New Mexican
Section:; Main
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(Our response must be dleliberate, just and humane)

B
& i

Wc, the undersigned, extend our deepest sympathy to the victims of last week's terrorist attacks. We call on our elected leaders to
respond with the utmost wisdom—and restraint—to these acts. We must bring the guilty to justice, but we cannot kill innocent
men, women, and children. To do so would betray our deepest values. Such a course of action could very easily draw us into a spiral of
violence that would truly destroy our security, undercut our humanity, and damage our democracy far more than could any terrorist act.

To lure us into a vengeful response may well have been a goal of the attackers. We must resist this temptation. No terrorist attack from .
the outside, however severe, can destroy America. Only a betrayal of our core values could do so. For this reason we must also be especially
careful to protect the constitutional rights of all Americans—especially Arab-Americans, who are now vulnerable to unwarranted accusation,
discrimination or worse. We need to strengthen civil liberties, not abridge them. If we wish to be a truly great democracy, secure from

fear, we must have the courage to lead the world in the paths of justice, not those of violence.
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John Bingham Barbara Chatteyee Darrell Drake David JM. Gown
Mefissa Binnell Kathryn Chester Kevin Drennan Betly B, Graham
DanaT, Biondo Janis Chitwood Gaylon Duke Jim Graham
Joe Blrd Deanne Coles Mary B, Dunn Mary L. Graham
Shana Black Ctuist Si Dug Paige Grant
Marilie Blanchard Mary Ann Christian ~ Leona Duran Margaret Gray
Marida Blanco Wiliam Cheistison Unda Durante Nancy L. Gray

Donelie Hawthome Saraswati Khalsa Harry Manley Bill Murray Saishela Rime Dimitri Spartos Geoff Webb
Chris Haynes Jeremiah Kidd Undy Manley Daniel L. Murray Barbara A G. Spataesi Leslie Weeden
Loren Haynes Simma Kinderiohrer  Julio Manneno Marjorie Muth Robinson Carol Stafford Claire Weir
Patricia Heggen Michael King Gregory Manoff Dawn Myers Gay Robinson Ann Stagg Haysun Weir
Chrl;ty Hengst Michele King Michael Mark Myers Ross Robinson " Joff Stampff Susan J. Welss
David Henkel Stephen King Manzanares Batsy Naflar Chrigtopher Rocca Marcia Starck Carolyn Weitzman
David Penn Henry Steve Klnnett Frank Mares Leslie Nathanson Pla Rocha Willam M. Stark, Jr.  Cynthia Welch
Nancy Henry Steven Kippell Judith L. Margolis Laura Naughton Francescs Lora Starling Chris Walls
Donna L. Herbst Lydia Kisha Dusty Marie Nora Nawg Rodriguez Tom Staylund Angela Wemeke*
Gaile Herling Adam Kizards Patrick Markby Dana Negev Frank Rola L. Stein Barbara S,
Michael Herman Usa Klepps! Marie Markesteyo Michael Nalsen Bruce H. Rolsted Roy E. Stephanson Westbrook
R Hersh Ron Knor Lila Mariey Susan Nelsen Chrls Romero Tiana Stoggier Josh Weybright
Barbara Herzog Christine Knuth John Marsh Lois R. Naukomm Cindy Romero David Stout Afic Wheeler
Adorcou G. Shar Ko Cathleen Marshall Elizabeth Pedro Romero Sarah Stout Carol Wheeler
Hesselden Jeannie Kokes Julie Martinez Neustadter Ellzabeth Roorbach Kim Straus J.C. Whipple
Annie Hickman James Kordlinles  *  Emestine Martinez Shawn Newell P. Donna Roripaugh  Jim Strawn Karieen Whitcomb
Scoit Hicks Carol Kozenek Galento Martinez Domanica Nieddu Alex Ross Katherine W, Brooks White
Susan Higgins Katle Kramer Jason Martinez Kate Noble Wanda Ross Streeper M. Kathieen While
Evan Hil Karl Kregor Johany J. Martinez  Peter Noom Padilia Philip Strom Mary J, Whiteman
Carmela Hill-Burke Michael P. Kroabe! Micheile Martinez Kate Norton Ann Lovel Rowe Deborah Stronsky Terance Whitmire
Kata Hill-Burke Batty Kronsky * Phyliis Martinez Faith Norwick Richard Rows Dehorah Stump Michels Whitteker
Glennis Hinshaw Barbars Krueger Victor Martinez Tim Norwood Kenneth C. Rowley  Carolyn Stupin Bramden Whitworth
Seth Hinshaw Bruca Kushnie Erik Mason Divya Nowland Sandra K. Rowlay David M. Stupin Chrysa Wikstrom
Pamela Hipp Nise Kuesl Anna Matchir Greg Nussbaum Sabra Roybal Holly Stutts Lisa Wilkes
Shamon Hird Tanu kumor Molly Mathlas Judy Nydes Adam Rubel Mary Sudbriah Melanle Wikes
Samusl Hiit Anne Kunz* Barbara Mathle Kathieen Obemmaler  Skylar Ruch Cathis Sullivan Joff Williams
Sky Hitt Laura La Cerva Pamsla Matthews Danlel Obeslin Judith Rugg Stephen Suloway Mariah J. Williams
Senia Hodson Willlam Labar G, Mattly Patricla O'Casey Carollrie Russell Janet A. Suowden Robin D. Wiliams
Ursula Hofer Christa M. Lad Jean Mayes Padraie O'Donnell Mary Russell Bruce Swanlon® Trish
Mary Hofstedt Alaxandra Ladd Meg McCalla Greg Ohisen Janice St. Marle Jsan Anne Swope Wiliams-Neusch
Deborah Holdar Sarah Laeng-Efiot ~ Mellana Marcia Olds Marcos Saliz Alana Swoyer Paarl Willamson
Panny Halland Jakob Lain McCandless Kay Oliver Joseph Sanchez Willam L. Sylvester  Frances Wimeth®
Susan Holmes Ron Lake Dan McCarthy Janét Olimann Norine Sanders Rinke Takehashi Ann Wilson
Nicole L, Hoit Elsanor A, Lamb Laura McCaithy Peter Olmsted Aubry Sandoval Raquel Tapla Jim Wilson
Wikl Holub Elizabeth LaPan Helen McCarty Erin O'Neill Reisha Sandwell Katharine Taylor Gazau Winter
Dee Homans Samuel Larcombe Celina McClaren Michaal O'Neill Maria Santellf Wak Teilmann Maria Winters
Sharia Hondres Patricio C. Marguerite McClure  Monica Ontiveros Julie Poitras Santos  Shelley Tener Nancy Witter
Greg Hoover Laragoite Adrianne Sandra K, Orlel Rick Santos Peter Tengler Belinda

" Wendy Homsby Leslie Larsen McCurrach Chris L Ortiz Kathleen Savage Judith Thatcher Wong-Swanson
Forrest Hotmar Danna Larson Wendy McEahern* Danlel Ortiz Dorothy Schoach Anthony Thibodeau  Naomi Woodspring
Jenica Houlberg Usa Law Will McGowan Manusi B, Ortiz Kim Schwaiting Barbara Thomas Sarah Woodward
Alona Howasd John L. Law, MD James McGrath Paul Ortlz Nikki Schwarz Barbara Thomas Richard Word
Willow Howard Mary Layna Willlam C. Mcintice Robart Ott Addie Scotto James Thomas Jessica Wyatt
Hilde Howden C. Leadiey Brent McKoy Susan Paalman Barbara Sealey Brad Thome H. Yardman
Molly A Howitt Phyllis Leavitt Elizabeth B. Tom Paalman Ted Seeley Bronda Thome Mona Yardumian
Constance S Moerrylin LeBlanc McLaughlin Ralph F.C. Pacheco  Jane W, Selbe Ayanna Thompson Jeannatie Young

Hughes Reuben Lebo Allen McLifton Eliza Packard Scoit Seldin Bird Thompson Danmantos Zamatis
Barb Hutchison Alan Lee * s Mcllster Michael C. Pagliata  Eric Serna Inga Thompeon Chyis Zoison
Richard K. Lisn-Jiun Lee Gregory K. McMillan  Jeanne Pahis Josiana Service Qerck Thompson
Hutchison Mary Lemon Peneiope McMulien  Zoraida Palacios Marion Seymour Bonnle Thomton

We will be assembling tomorrow,
Monday, September 24 at noon to
make a personal appeal to Senator
Bingaman to host public meetings in
New Mexico. Meet on the east side of
the State Capitol and walk with us to the
Senator’s office at 119 E. Marcy St.

1

Call your elected officials and request
that they conduct public forums to hear
your concerns before committing the
nation to war Congresspersons from
other states are doing this. Why not ours?
Call the numbers listed at right.

Senator Jeff Bingaman

(202) 224-5521 (505) 988-6647

Senator Pete V. Domenici
(202) 224-6621 (505) 988-6511

Representative Tom Udall
(202) 225-6190 (505) 984-8950

For more information, to sign the petition, or to help pay for this and future ads, please contact:
Los Aramos STuDY GROUP, 212 East Marcy, Suite 10, Santa Fe, NM 87501 + 505-982-7747 « info@lasg.org * www.lasg.org



-j-arrived at’ Bmgaman s offlce' :_
Losa ,,-2:36_p m. »Mello said.. '

is . ."_"We re: 'askmg the senator'
- "to leo, closely at the cost-and

- ous :onlookers and d'car. pass-. :
' ;ic’e-'-wjit'h a*sign that j

‘the: rek was unevent-

.'lfield representatlve fiil, iVIello said.




Act1v1sts Take
Peace Message

" To Bmgaman
‘ : q/ﬁf/p,

e By WREN Propr-
) Journal Staﬁ Wrtter

Calhng t‘or._
face.of t

f ._and hsten to helr eoncems
1 Activist” rehglous groups
;.. have gathered nearly 3,000 sig- |
: natures on a petifion c_alhng_ for -
"~ judicial prosecution of:those
responsible for the attacks, not a
war that would “kill innocent .
men, women and children”
: _accordmg to Lydla Clark of the
T antl-nuclear Los Alamos Study
: Group :
. Representatives of Bmgaman
: -and Rep. Tom Udall, D-N.M., who.
: . also was asked Monday to return-
.- to the state and hold ‘meetings
;. about future U.S. military action
e acknowledged they recelved 1

: See MARCHERS on PAGE 3

e



Marchers T ake Pleas for Peace to ]mgaman S O

from PAGE 1

the requests but did not’ uhmediate-
ly set dates for meetings.
“He’s always happy to meet W1th

constituents,” said Jude McCartin, -
spokeswoman for Bingaman. “But
we haven’t-been able to work it into

“his s¢hedule.”

Udall’s spokesman said the repre-
sentative of the 3rd Congressional .
District is lookmg at holding town

hall meetings in the wake of the
attacks, although the schedule for
Congress has changed because of

-the attacks-and the meetmgs have

not been scheduled. -
Terrorists h13acked a1rlmers

Sept. 11 and crashed into the twin-

towers of the World ’Irade Center

- and a portion of the Pentagon. A
‘fourth hijacked airliner crashed in.
- Pennsylvania. More than 6,000 peo-

ple are dead or presumed dead 1n
the attacks..

" Meanwhile, Pres1dent Bush- has
called for war on Osama bin Laden
and a network of anti-U.S. terrorist .

groups - . believed to have been
financed by him. -

‘Marchers gathered on the front
walk of the Roundhouse on Monday
and walked to Bmgaman s Santa Fe

offices.

“David Bacon, a member of Los -
~ Alamos Study Group’s board of
directors, ‘handed out dark blue
- marbles, designed to look like -

“People ‘really want to

miniature globes to symbolize “the
lost- marbles in Washington, D.C.”

see
restraint and justice, not an open-

ended, blank check for Bush to
‘wage war,” Bacon said. “We want to

have a discussion.” )
Bacon collected the marbles after

the marchers-arrived at the: front
- door of "Bingamah’s. Santa Fe
- offices. He handed .the marbles

over to Terry Brunner, a represen-
tative for-Bingaman, who stood out-
side in the noonday sun to hear sev-

eral marchers speak.about their-

desire for pubhc meetmgs and
restramt ‘

* The marchers sang “Give Peace a

1ce

Chance.” At one point a marcher
called out: “We want Jeff Bingaman
to be a hero; we want him to be the

- Barbara Lee of the U.S. Senate.”

Lee, from California’s 9th Con-
gressional District, was the only
U.S. representative who voted
against a resolution authorizing the
use of military force in the Wake of

_the attacks.

Joan Hahfax a Buddhlst nin Wlth
Upaya Zen Center in Santa Fe, told

Brunner that all feel sorrow for

those who lost their lives in the
attacks.

But “violence perpetuates vio-

‘lence,” she told Brunner.









response must be d‘eliberate, just and h.umane)

Wc, the undersigned, extend our deepest sympathy to the victims of last week's terrorist attacks. We call on our elected leaders to
respond with the utmost wisdom=—and restraint—to these acts. We must bring the guilty to Jjustice, but we cannot kill innocent
men, women, and children. To do so would betray our deepest values. Such a course of action could very easily draw us into a spiral of
violence that would truly destroy our security, undercut our humanity, and damage our democracy far more than could any terrorist act.
To lure us into a vengeful response may well have been'a goal of the attackers. We must resist this temptation. No terrorist attack from

the outside, however severe, can destroy America. Only a betrayal of our core values could do so. For this reason we must also be especially
careful to protect the constitutional rights of all Americans—especially Arab-Americans, who are now vulnerable to unwarranted accusation,

discrimination or worse. We need to strengthen civil liberties, not abridge them. If we wish to be a truly great democracy, secure from
fear, we must have the courage to lead the world in the paths of justice, not those of violence.

The following 1,014 individuals and organizations do not
include about 180 of the signerslisted in last Sunday’s New
Maexican. Names with asterisks contributed to this ad; names in
bold represent major contributors. We hope we can include in 2
furure ad the 1,000 additional names we have already received.

Buddhist Peaca Fellowship Nuolear Walsh of New Mexiso
Concamed Ciizans for Nuclear Safety Peace Action New Mexico
Denman and Associates Pifion Fast Print
Foreat Guardlans Santa Fo Sione
Green Party of Santa Fe Santa Fe Vipassana Sangha
Los Alamos Study Group Southwest Energy Institute
Nationat Assodation for the Ady of South Organlzing Prejact
Colored Pacple (NAACP), Santa Fe Branch  The Spirkual Economic Series
New Mexico Toxics Coalition Wiid Angeis
Manuet Abuscal Matthew Blank Margo Churchill Edward Durham
Ann Acaves Brett Bloom Domenica Clncidanl  Lynn Eaves
Tana Acten Arthar Blum Robi Clark Susetis Eaves
Annette Adams Chrlsti Bodalt Hillary Clow Diane Eger
Bryan Adams Annatte Boelman Karen Coby Robin Elkin
Claudla Adams $S. Bogatt isabela Coalho Freda Ellott
Hildegard Adams. Alina Bokde Ron Coen Laslie Engi
Josephine Adams Phylis A. Bott Ben Coliins Maslissa Epple
Maryanna Adame Paul Bond Eflen Coliine Pamela Epple
Vicloria Adame Niels Borch Michasi T, Colilne Beb Ertmer
Or, Michael J, Adea  Rebecca Bosch Gregg Congdon Stephen Eubank
Rick Adesso Jessa Boudreau Steve E, Connell David M, Evans
Sebaslian Aguilar Johanna Boudreau  Llsa Conlreras Grace L Evans
Michael Alvaliotis Laura Rose Boyle Miles Conway James Faeder
Dana Allen Dorothy A, Boyton  Sarah Cook Sarah MG, Faeder
Mary M. Allen Margo Brace Jill Corlawell Mary Lal Falion
Laurie Allocca Prisclla Brake Erlk Correia-Maltais  Sarah E. Falion
Catherine Aliport Bill Brancard LeaAnn Cory Carol Fallis
Bill Atthouse Carmen David Coss Stephanle Fauber*
Rob Athouse Brandenburg Robert Costaln Lisa M, Feck
Amy Anderson Mary Branham Taura Costidis Barbara Feldman
Joan Aon Vince Braun Michael Courtney Jannifer Flerro
Bradiey Apodare Brian Brigham Ruth Crawford Jii Fineberg
Az AAll Sele Brigham David Crichton Jim Finney
Rehana Archuletta Daborah Brink Adrlenne Crider Mary Finnay
Cary Arden Marllyn Brodie Betay Crites Ted Fish
Adrieane Aras Betta Brodaky John Cross Nora Fisher
_.=KadnAelle hary Bronsteter Matthew Cross Marcla Fition
Jotge Armijo Diane Brook Mark Crouse Nk FitzCallaghan
Katen Armtage Emilie Brough Amy Crumpacker Martha Flannery
Jeanne Amold Roselynne Pater Cummings* Kye Fiint
Rev. Taltha Arnoid Broussard David Cunningham Camille Flores*

Palricia Green
Rick Green

Nona Les Gregg
Jim Grifith

Lud Grifith

Shadd Griswold
Lyan Groff

Dana Gudeman
John Guerensey
Phyllis Guest

Uz Gustafeon
Shella C, Gustafson
Henvy Guastaphson

Nina

Jeannle Hatman
Malissa M. Haslam
Karon Hastings
Edith Hathaway
Cem. Hatsal

Tim Hatsal

Mark Hawes

Joy ice
Courtney Imason
William lvey

Kim LW,

Catole Jackson
Maclon Jackson
Willam Jackson
Dale Jacobs

Jim Jacobs
Stephanie Jacquot
Diane Jaibert
Claudene James
Frances Jameson

Cordy Jimenez
Bernadette Jobs
Jenniler Johnson
Patty J. Johnaton
David Jondreau
Ella N. Jonas
David Jorganson
Jii Jossph
Robert A. Joseph
Cynthis A, Josephs
Tracy Juschier
Janice Juliano
Cindy Jurding
John Kallman
Emily Kaltenbach
Danise L. Kanyon
Wendy Kapp
Christine Kad
Maria Karmesin
Anna Kathesine
Bevedy C. Katz
Daniel B, Katz
Ellzabeth Katz
Spedich
Dawn Kaufman
Or, Diane Kaufman
Kathy Ni Keoefs
Diane Koll
Shaa Keller
Collean Kell
Jullat Kerp
Avery Kerr
Betty Kersting
Ray Kersling

Tom Lannox
Bonnie Leon
Lou Leslie
Pranava Leune
Jon Leveque
Lacey Levaque
Robert Levin
Jim Lawis

Peggy Malohe
Van Manakos
Jacqueline Manhoff

James L. Mechem

Douglag and Harriat
Meikiajohn

Kim Meinke

Jannifar Mensar

Alax Mexi

Klaus Meyer

Katherine G,
Michae!

Mala S. Michae!

Tricia Miara

Barbara J. Miler
Basla Miller
Brian Miller
Elise Miller

Sara H. Mlller

Allson Mills

Tom Mills

Ray Mio

Clo Mingo

Brenda Miramontes

Hugo Miramontes

Elizabeth Mitchell

John Mitchell

Des Mente

Pat Monioya

J.L. Moody

Diane B, Moore

Judy Moore

Raul C, Moore

Sam Moore

Tom L. Moore

Nancy Moore Reilly

Ed Moreno

Geoff Morls

C. Moiton

Lagh Morton

Mary Ann Moser

Jama Muslier

Staphen Mullen

Thecesa Mulien

Cheney Munson

Barbara Murphy

Rev. Richard
Murmhy

Tia Panagos
Joyce Pardington
R. Paretzkin
Colen Parker
Caroline Paris
Myra Parmer
David Pascale
Dan H. Pattison
Lawen Pepinsah
Judy Perlman
Mary E, Perirnutter
David Perrigo
Tracey H. Petry
Ann Petscs

Rick Phelps

C. Philipe

Janet Philiips
Nick Philli

Phillips
Alilson Plarce
Brandan Plerpont
Chancha Pillal
Debra Plper
Dennis Playdon
Kals Playdon
Colin Pocle
Josh Popp
Sleve Potter
Maureen Poulas '
A, Rae Price
Jeanne Price
Joha Price
Linda Prince
Julia Procter
Shoerl Putnam
Yvie Raj
John Ralnwatar
Meiba Ramos
J. Rams
Robert Ramsey
Unda Raney
Casay Rathjen
Shelby Raven Tres
Jennlfer Read
Jim Reale*
Saundra Reed
Lanya Resss
Lissa Rekjel
Ana G. Reinhardt
JoAnn Reis
Angel Royes
Robart Ricct

Helen Singleton
Jonas R, Skardls

Paul B, Smith
Ronald W, Smith
Carol L. Smock
Ellen Snyder
Petar Snyder
Damveliyn Soffar
Suchi Solomon

Andrea Soorlday
Alsl

Bl Sortino

Kim Sovig

Mary Sorvig
Matt Sottile

Ellen Souberman
Linds Spacken

Backy Thorp
Dave Thorp
Joshua Thorp
Brandee Tidwall
Quinn Tincher
Alics Tinkle
Lols Tipman
James Tomaralil
Pracious R, Tomletta
T. Wilae Traver
Nancy Trent
John Trentacosta
Sandy Travathan
Ethel Trimmer
Jen Triplett
Shaila Catherine
Tromoutch
Belinda Trujilo
Tecsle
Talnhnshjinnie
Teanng Teomo
Beverly Tulte
Jake Turln
Jessica Vakdez
Ken Valdez
Raul Vales
R, Van Ackem
Jim Van Every
Harvey Van Sickle
Joeephine
Vander Hoever
V, Vassar
Lynne Velasco
Barbara Ventrello
Efien Veseth
Zenia Victor
Chalstina Vigil
Euralia M. Vigit
Joha Vin

J. Voigtiander
Keano Voigtiander
Michaie Waffelaut
Pat Waganaar
Francine F, Wagnet
K.P. Walker

Lynn Wallers
Larry Wang

Joan Starr Ward
Michael Wascher
Gerry Watman
Georgla Walrous
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jxamlyn Arthurs Nancy Brown Mark Curle Claudia Fluegge Donelle Hawthome  Saraswati Khalsa Harry Manley Bill Murray Seishala Rime Dimitri Spartos Gaoff Webb
Hope Atterbury Nicholas Brown Diana Dallas Michae! Flynn Chris Haynes Jeremiah Kiad Lindy Manley Danlel L. Muray Barbera A,

G. Spatassi Leslie Weeden
LisaAvedon Wendy Brown Micabal Deborah Sue Foley Loren Haynes Slmma Kinderiohrer  Julio Manneno Marjorie Muth Robinson Cam‘la Stafford Claire Wair
Elaine R, Bachman®  Ada Browne Danisls Helen M. Foater Patricia Heggen Michael King Gragory Manoff Dawn Myers Gay Robinson Ann Stagg Haysun Wel
Nicolai Bachman Susan E. Browne Annetta Grace Emlly Frankiin Christy Hengst Michele King Michael Mark Myers Ross Roblnson * Joff Stampff Sugan J, Walss
Palricia A, Bachulel  Merry Bryden Darmitzel Haivey Frauenglass  David Henkel Stephan King Manzanares Betsy Najlar Christopher Rocca Marcia Starck Carolyn Welktzman
Judy Backsnstow Norm Budow Ann Dasburg - Mark P. Fremas David Penn Henry Steve Kinnelt Frank Maces Leslle Nathanson Pia Rocha Willlam M. Stark, o, Cynthia Welch
David Baoan Amy Bunting Kristen Davenport Amani Friend Nancy Henry Steven Kippsit Judtth L, Margolis Laura Naughton Francesca Lora Starling Chiis Welk
{an Ballay Dorelen Bunting Genevieve Davis Nicholas Frost Donna L. Herbst Lydia Kisha Dusty Marle Nora Nawg Rodriguez Tom Staylund Angela Werneke®
Palricia Bailey Mishas! Buonaluto  Terer Davis Roger Frys Galle Herling Adam Kizaris Patrick Markby Dana Negev Frank Rola L. Stsin Barbara S,
Blaine Baker Shelisy Buonaluto  Tom Davie Aurelia Fule Michael Herman Usa Kisppel Maris Markestoyo . Michael Neisen Bruca H. Rolsted Roy E. Stephenson Westbrook
1an Bakey George Burdeau Nancy Day Jamie Gagan R. Hersh Ron Knor Lila Marley Susan Neisen Chris Romero Tiana Stoggler Josh Weybright
Randall Ball Jim Burke Susan Daylon Mateo Galvano Barbara Herzog Chyistine Knuth John Marsh Lois R, Neukomm Clndy Romero David Stout Aric Whesler
R. Daming Samusl Bumett Usatte de la Paz Adsle Gangan Adorcou G. Sharl Ko Cathieen Marshalf Elizabeth Pedro Romero Sarah Stout Carol Whealer
Ballentine Fred Burrell Kathryn de Lima Debra Garcla Hesselden Jeanni¢ Kokes Julie Martinex Neustadter Elizabeth Roorbach  Kim Straus J.C. Whippla
Richard Balthazar Nina Burton Nat Dean Matlel Garcia Annle Hickman James Kordlinles  *  Emestine Martinez Shawn Newell P. Donna Roripaugh  Jim Strawn Karleen Whitcomb
Liza Bambenek Deborah Buskirk Janet Dagan Maurice Garcia Scott Hicks Carol Kozanek Galento Martinez Domenica Nieddu Alax Ross Katherine W, Brooks White
Robin Bank Clark Bussey Marianne DeGraal Maethaune Gardner  Susan Higgins Katie Kramer Jason Martinez Kate Noble Wanda Ross Streepar M. Kathlaen White
Cris W, Barnes Ronda ButlerVila {melda Delpado Stewart Gardner Evan Hif Karl Kregor dohany J. Martinex  Peter Noom Padilla Philip Strom Mafy J. Whiteman
Elizabath Barnes Marco Butiner Lamy Delgado Mirginla Garduno Carmela Hil-Burke Michael P, Kroebel Michelle Martinez Kate Norton Ann Lovell Rowe Deborah Stronsky Terance Whitmire
Marilyn Barnes Mitch Buxzeh Clint Dammon, . Maslyn Gatlin Kata Hil-8urke Balty Kronsky " Phyliis Martinez Falh Norwick Rlehard Rows Dehorah Stump Michala Whitleker
Mikaela and Cralg Latizer Cabre Debra Denker Jane Goe Glennis Hinshaw Barbara Krueger Vidor Martinez Tim Norwood Kenneth C. Rowiey  Carolyn Stupin Bramden Whitworth
Bames * Samayya Cabre Nelson Denman Paul Geib Sath Hinshaw Bruce Kuehnie Erlk Mason Divya Nowland Sandra K, Rowiey David M. Stupin Chrysa Wikstrom
Floy Barrait Stephen Callsway Bryant Denniston Leah George Pamela Hipp Nise Kuesi Anna Matchlr Greg Nussbaum Sabra Roybat Holly Stutts Usa Wilkes
Robert €, Barth Gelya A, Camp Marjoris Denniston Mary Gerlach Shamon Hrd Tanu kumor Molly Mathias Judy Nydes Adam Rube! Mary Sudbriah Melanie Wikes
Brendalyn Balchelor  Thomas F. Camp, Clif Dennon  ~ James Glbbans Samusl Hitt Anne Kunz * Barbars Mathie Kathlesn Obermaler  Skylar Ruch Cathle Sulilvan Joff Wiliams
Tomy Balt ColLUSARet) Bill Dessanon Mary B. Gillespis Sky Hitt Laura La Cerva Pamela Matthews Oaniei Obeslin Judith Rugg Stephen Suloway Marlah J. Williams
Loulss Baum Jessica Carey Winltred Deviiri Cassy Gokey Senia Hodson Willlam Labar G, Mattly Pairicla O'Casay Caroline Russell Janet A, Suowden Robin D, Wiliams
Nicols Baumgart Padma Carey Kamal Singh Lawrence Gold Ursula Hofer Christa M, Lad Jean Mayes Padrale O'Donnell Mary Russell Bruce Swanton* Trish
Muray Bean Todd Camam Dhinelsa Arline Gokiberg Mary Hofstedt Alaxandra Ladd Meg McCalia Greg Ohlsan Janice St. Marle Jean Anne Swope Wiliams-Neusch
William Beems Erica Carol Chels Diaz Bruce Gollub Deborah Holder Sarah Laeng-Ellictt Mellena Marcia Oids Marcos Sallz Alana Swoyer Pear Willamson
Sherill Bail Julia Carr Neda DiFllippo Rachasl Goliub Penny Halland Jakob Lain McCandiess Kay Oliver Jossph Sanchex Willlam L. Sylvester  Frances Wimeth*
Anita Bellamo Sybll Cardlio Diane Dillard Marsha J, Gonzales  Susan Holmes Ron Lake Dan McCasthy Janet Olimann Nomhe Sandes Rinke Takehashi Ann Wilson
Kyce Ballo Eleanor Carrolt David E, Dimas Sam Gonzales Nicole L, Holt Eleancr A, Lamb Laura McCarthy Pater Olmated Aubry Sandoval Raqusf Tapla Jim Wiison
Bob Bennett Cynihia Carter Mary Dinaen Lois Geodman Will Holub Elizabeth LaPan Helen McCarty Erln O'Nelit Reisha Sandwell Katharine Taylor Gazau Winter
Mark Bannatt Forest Carter Deborah Divito Michelie Goodman  Des Homans Samuel Laccombe Calina McClaren Michael O'Neilt Maria Santelll Wik Telmann Marta Winters
Mary Ann Bennett Lee Carter Usa A, Dolioff Steven Goodman Sharla Hondres Patriclo C. Marguerite McClure  Monica Ontiveros Julie Poitras Santos  Shelisy Tener Nancy Witler
Mary Ann Bennett Marion Carter M. Domegen Dama Goodwin Greg Hoover Lanagoke Adrianne Sandra K, Oriel Rick Santos Peter Tengler Balinda
Baker Bent Lee Castwright Lalya Domaly Patar Goodwin " Wendy Homaby Lesfie Larmen McCurrach Chris U Ortiz Kathisan Savage Judkh Thatcher Wong-Swanson
Robert A, Berry Rita Cash lrene Dorman . Sue Gordon Forest Hatmar Oanna Lason Wendy McEshern® Daniel Ortiz Dorothy Schoech Anthony Thibod: Nacml Woodspring
Giorgio Blanchi Laura Center Scoltie Cougherty Keith Gore Janica Houlberg Usa Law Will MoGowan Manuel B, Ortiz KIm Sahwarting Barbara Thomas Sarah Woodward
Alica Ana Demetri Cervome Dana Doyle Anne Gorges Alona Howard John L. Law, MD James McGrath Paul Ortiz Nikki Schwartz Barbara Thomas Richard Word
Biggerstafl C.A. Chepman Daniei Drake Christine Gossin Willow Howard Mary Layns Willlam C. Mcintire Robart Ott Addie Scotto James Thomas Jessica Wyatt
John Bingham Barbara Chatteyes Darrel Drake David J.M, Gown Hilde Howden C. Leadley Brent McKoy Susan Paaiman Barbara Seeley Brad Thome H. Yardman
Maelissa Blnnell Katheyn Chesler Kevin Drennan Betty B, Graham Molly A Howitt Phyliis Lasvit Elzabeth B, Tom Paaiman Ted Seeley Brenda Thome Mona Yardumian
Dana T. Bionde Janis Chitwood Gaylon Duke Jim Graham Constance S Meamylin LeBlanc McLaughiin Ralph F.C. Pacheco  Jane W, Seibe Ayanna Thompeon Jeannelts Young
Joe Bird Deanne Coles Mary B, Dunn Mary L, Graham Hughes Reuben Lebo Allen McLifton Eliza Packard Scalt Seldin Bird Thompson Danmantos Zamalis
Shana Black Chrlstensen Suzanne Duquesne  Paige Grant Barb Hutchison Alan Lea © ids Mclister Michae! C. Pagliata  Eric Serna inga Thompson Chrig Zokon
Marllie Blanchard Mary Ann Chistlan L.eona Duran Margaret Gray Richard K. Len~Jiun Les Gregory K. McMilan  Jeanne Pahis Joslane Senvice Qerck Thompaon
Merida Blanco Wiliam Christison Unda Durante Nancy L. Gray Hutchison Mary Lamon Pensiope McMullen  Zoraida Palacios Marion Seymour Bonnie Thomton

A

We will be assembling tomorrow, Call your elected officials and request Senator Jeff Bingaman
Monday, September 24 at noon to that they conduct public forums to hear (202) 224-5521 (505) 988-6647
make a personal appeal to Senator your concerns before committing the
Bingaman to host public meetings in nation to war. Congresspersons from (202) 224-6621 (505) 988-6511
New Mexico. Meet on the east side of ~ other states are doing this. Why not ours? .
the State Capitol and walk with us to the Call the numbers listed at right. - 2812’ ;Zs;;t;t;ge 'f;(?;) ggié%o
Senator’s office at 119 E. Marcy St.

’ K

Senator Pete V. Domenici

For more information, to sign the petition, or to help pay for this and future ads, please contact:
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Terror Concerns Fill Air

By Morgan Lee Journal Staff Writer

Udall Urges Public To Put Aside Fears

Santa Fe residents crowded into a west-side seniors' center to asked their congressman to rethink
American foreign policy and study the causes of the Sept. 11 attack on New York and Washington.

“| want to know why we as a government are not discussing at all the root causes of this terror," said
retired CIA analyst William A. Christison of Santa Fe at the town hall meeting called by Rep. Tom Udall,
D-N.M. "All we're doing right now is the military response, covert and Green Beret-type response,"
Christison said.

Standing below a bingo score board at the Mary Esther Gonzales Center, Udall invoked the words of
President Franklin D. Roosevelt and urged the public to put aside fears and get back to their normal
routines to calm the rippling economic effects of the attacks.

After some audience members leveled criticism at U.S. foreign policy for breeding animosity in the
Middle East, Udall responded with childhood recollections of President Kennedy and the creation of the
Peace Corps.

Emphasizing his awareness of the gravity of the attacks and the need for changes in national security,
Udall said his Washington residence a few blocks from the Capitol is a potential target for enemies of the
United States.

"I believe that Sept. 11 completely changed the way we need to do a lot of things, including security at
home," Udall said, to an audience including at least one World War |l veteran. "The military is prepared for
the Omaha beaches. That's yesterday's war."

Udall said he came to listen to suggestions and asked people to respect one another's opinions.

Scores of people voiced questions and concerns, almost all related to the events of Sept. 11 and the
U.S. response.

Several raised general concerns about limits on free speech and other civil liberties in the United States.
One woman wanted a halt to trucking nuclear waste in New Mexico. One man said the United States
should forgive its debts in the Third World and share its wealth. Santa Fe massage therapist Alicia DaSilva
said she was in Manhattan on Sept. 11 and afterward to watch public memorials to the victims emerge.

"The prayers are not for retribution," DaSilva said, expressing concern about her government's response.

Greg Mello of the Los Alamos Study Group, which agitates for nuclear disarmament, presented Udall
with sunflowers dyed red as if by blood, a token Udall waved off to an assistant in front of a television
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cameras.
Financial planner Brian Gibb of Santa Fe said the events of Sept. 11 call for "out-of-the-box" thinking.

"Let us go into Afghanistan and bomb then with butter and medicine," Gibb said. He suggested exporting
radios to bring people in Afghanistan news from outside the Taliban regime.

One woman accused Udall of granting President Bush too much authority in the days after the attacks.
Udall responded by explaining the specifics of authority recently granted by Congress.

"Nowhere in the resolution is the term war used,” Udall explained. "It's 'appropriate and necessary force
directed toward the Sep. 11 event.'"

PHOTO: Color

UDALL: Discussed attacks, preparedness at meeting
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The oplmbns of many Santa Fe-

" ared residents at U.S. Rep. Tom
~ Udail’s town méeting Friday con-

"‘military

trasted starkly w1th those Of other §

.Américans.

- While seven of 10 people nation-
wide favor a-military response to.-

the Sept.. 11 terrorism, according
to a Washington Post poll, most at
Friday's meeting with Udall Said
. action. would only

" increase terrorism.

“Bomb thém with butter,” said

one speaker. “Drop radios so. that -

they can hear news. from the
world not filtered by thexr own
government.”"

. Others among the 175: people at

the Mary Esther Gonzales Center
ofi Alto Street said ‘the, United
Statesis partly to.blame for train-
ing members of the Taliban and
aligning itself with extremist gov-
ernments that have poor human- -
rights records. ’

"Udall, a member of the Hous‘e Veterans Affairs Committ’ee.', addresses a
crowded cafeteria at the senlor center. Udall expressed hope that the

atk of war would dlsslpate saying,” ‘We are not prepared as a country

“right now to deal with this klnd of issue.’

‘A poll by The Washington Post
released Friday found a broad
willingness to forgo.civil liberties
to help the authorities combat ter-
rorism. Large majorities favored
increased wiretapping, surveil-
lance of voice mail and e-mail,
and admitting foreign-intelli-

gence evidence that normally
would not be allowed in court.
The Post poll of 1,215 adults
found that nine of 10 Americans
back President Bugh’s policies. A
smaller but mgmﬂcam majority

Please see FORUM, Page A-3

Constituents tell Rep. Tom Udall
the United States should examine
“the root causes of terrorism

and avoid resorting to military
force in response to attacks

Mabel Meyer,
center, and
Manuel Romero,
right, recite the
Pledge of
Alieglance

before a town
meeting with

- U.S. Rep. Tom

Udall at the
Mary Esther .
Gonzales Senior

* Center.

Constituents
volced an
overwhelming
concern about
the faults in U.S.
foreign policy

- +and hopes fora’

peaceful U.S.

. response to the

terrorist attacks

. of Sept. 11,.

Photos by
Katharine Kimball
The New Mexican
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WASHINGTON -- The threat of deadly germ spores and poisonous gas clouds could mean big bucks for Lawrence Livermore
Laboratory and other nuclear research centers. Already Livermore and New Mexico's Los Alamos and Sandia National
Laboratories receive more than $40 million in annual government funding to detect, analyze and protect against chemical and
biological threats.

Earlier this year, the White House tried to slash that budget. But that was before terrorists attacked the World Trade Center and
Pentagon, before the prospect of silent and even more deadly attacks through the air and water became credible fears in minds of
many Americans.

Immediately following the Sept. 11 attacks, Congress approved $40 billion in emergency funds, half of which will be used for
intelligence and defense. Last week, the U.S. Senate restored the lost $12 billion in counter-terrorist funding for the national
laboratories, and the House of Representatives scrambled to do the same. In the coming years, analysts said, they expect the
Department of Energy's nuclear lab budgets only to grow.

"I would expect they're going to have a very significant and expanding role. Clearly defense against biological weapons and
prevention against proliferation is going to be a significant growth stock," said Bob Sherman, director of the Federation of
American Scientists' strategic security project.

"It's hard to see with any certainty where the budget will increase, but certainly the overall counterterrorism budget will expand,
and the labs will be a recipient of that increase," said Michael Powers, research associate with the Chemical and Biological Arms
Control Institute.

Not everyone believes that is a good thing.

As Los Alamos prepares to build a new biology lab to handle live, disease-causing organisms, many scientists and watchdog
organizations claim the labs are overstepping their bounds. Moreover, though, groups say they simply don't trust the DOE, with its
history of security blunders and secret bomb-making, to do any biological research.

"These are a bunch of scientists who think that they're national security jocks," said Greg Mello, director of the Los Alamos Study
Group, a nonprofit nuclear disarmament group based in Santa Fe, N.M.

Labs, Mello said, "hope they can be the answer to biological weapons, so they are also trying to define the answer. Then it
becomes one-stop shopping.... It's a very bad idea. These institutions are very secretive. The integrity level is not high, and they
have a conflict of interest."

Yet when it comes to developing the technology to address chemical and biological terrorism, few disagree that the labs have
taken a leading role. Historically, in the business of protecting the country's nuclear assets, the labs turned their attention toward
chemical and biological concerns in 1995 after a terrorist unleashed sarin nerve gas in a Tokyo subway,

Since then, Livermore scientists have created a portable radiation detector. More recently they developed the technology for a
hand-held experimental DNA analyzer that could make it easier to rapidly detect bacteria at the site of a terrorist attack.
Researchers at Livermore's forensic science center also have been sequencing different strains of chemicals to help develop
vaccines.

"We have very well-established areas of expertise at the labs. These are some of the best research facilities on the planet," said
Rep. Ellen Tauscher, D-Alamo, who represents Livermore and has been appointed to the Democratic Caucus' task force on
homeland security.

The looming question is whether the nation is willing to spend millions if not billions of dollars to implement these security
measures.

Tauscher and others who represent national labs have been prodding the government to make the nuclear facilities a high-profile
part of the new homeland protection effort. The morning after President Bush announced the new Cabinet-level position to be led
by Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Ridge, U.S. Sen. Pete Domenici, R-N.M., wrote a letter to Bush urging him to "exploit our greatest
strength.”



"I implore you to formally incorporate the Department of Energy laboratories as an important resource in our nation's effort to
p Y y p P gy p
address this national security concern," he wrote.

Author: Lisa Friedman WASHINGTON BUREAU
Section: Front Page

(¢) 2001 The Oakland Tribune. All rights reserved. Reproduced with the permission of Media NewsGroup, Inc. by NewsBank,
Inc.
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Number of “weapons of mass destruction” allowed in space, according to a 1967 treaty ratified by the United States : 0
Number of abstentions to reaffirming the treaty last year besides those of the United States, Israel, and Micronesia s 0
Number of “kills” a U.S. Air Force report anticipates achieving with space-based lasers in the future s “very many”
Percentage of Americans who say Israel and the Arab nations will never “be able to settle their differences and live in peace” : 64
Percentage of Russian nuclear scientists who say they are willing to work on another country’s missile-defense program s 21

~ Minimum number of nations currently targeted by the United States’ integrated nuclear-war plan s 5
Percentage change in the incidence of worker contamination at Los Alamos labs between 1993 and 1995 : +76
Chances that an accident there in 1994 resulted in a “loss of control of radioactive material” ¢ 2 in 3
'y Chance that an accident resulted in a “loss of control of classified matter” ¢ 1 in 20
Number of staff members fired from New York’s nonprofit WBAI-FM since December and banned from its premises s 12
Number of surveillance cameras installed at WBAUs studios in May to monitor remaining employees : 8
Number of network-TV dramas scheduled this fall whose protagonists are employed in law enforcement or the legal system 3 17
Chances that an American believes that the First Amendment “goes too far” in guaranteeing rights : 2 in 5
. Chance that an American believed this last year ¢ 1 in 5
Number of people arrested at last year’s Republican National Convention : 390
Number arrested at July’s G-8 summit in Genoa, Italy : 298
Number of “useless laws” that Italy’s new prime minister promised to eliminate if elected : 60,000
Chances that a state execution carried out last year took place in China : 7 in 10
Chance that the death of a pregnant Nepalese is the result of an unsafe abortion ¢ 1 in 2
Ratio of the death rate among pregnant women in Nepal to the rate for pregnant women worldwide ¢ 2:1
Number of “trouser accidents” requiring hospital treatment in Britain in 1999 1 5,945 (see page 22)
Minimum number of garden gnomes relocated to the forest since 1996 by France’s Garden Grniome Liberation Front ¢ 6,000
Estimated number of mink released from a Spanish fur farm in July by unidentified activists : 13,000
Minimum number of plant species that can be found only in Colombia 3 15,000
Ratio of acres of Colombia sprayed with defoliants last year to acres of Vietnam sprayed with Agent Orange in 1964 ¢ 3:2
Ratio of Oregon rainfall in April 2000 to rainfall last April after a Native American tribe held a rain ceremony there ¢ 2:3
Amount the tribe subsequently billed an Oregon power company for costs associated with the ceremony s $32,000
Percentage of his presidency that George W. Bush has spent at or en route to vacation spots s 42
Amount of campaign contributions that Sen. James Jeffords has returned since leaving the Republican Party in May ¢ $17,470
Estimated amount of new contributions he has received since then : $45,000
Amount the Treasury Department will borrow this year to pay for the tax refund s $51,000,000,000
Amount it had projected spending to service U.S. debt this year, before the tax bill passed : $57,000,000,000
Maximum domestic damages at which a U.S. law caps U.S. liability for a nuclear accident in space ¢ $9,500,000,000
Maximum total foreign damages at which the same law caps U.S. liability for such an accident : $100,000,000
Maximum reparation per survivor of Nazi slave-labor camps won in a class-action lawsuit settled last May : $7,038
Average amount in legal fees each of the winning lawyers will receive s $1,089,325
Spending money that Slobodan Milosevic can earn per day for laundry duty at the U.N. prison at The Hague ¢ $2
Amount Romania plans to spend by 2003 to build a Count Dracula theme park s $20,000,000
Number of George W. Bush Halloween masks sold nationwide last year by a New York distributor : 15,811
Number of Al Gore masks sold : 15,739

Figures cited have been adjusted for inflation and are the latest available as of August 2001. Sources are listed on page 96.

“Harper’s Index” is a registered trademark.
i
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with symbols rather than with what
they signify, with the elegantly com-
posed recipe in lieu of actual dinner.”
For much of the last 200 years, writers
employed drugs as heuristic tools,
means of discovery. Once the imagi-
nation seized on the podte maudit eat-
ing hash or smoking opium for in-
spiration; now the symbols of
substance-use stand not for enlight-
enment but for pleasure and nihilism:
teen ravers on ecstasy, a wacked-out
Wall Streeter snorting coke in the
bathroom. Romantics like Plant or
Ann Marlowe still exist, and they still
write books, but their efforts carry with
them more than a whiff of nostalgia.

hrough almost all writing on

drugs, a fixation on time reap-

pears like a leitmotif. Coca,
writes Plant, “was used as a measure of
both exchange and time: the Incas
preferred to be paid in coca rather than
silver or gold, and Indians from the
Peruvian sierra measured journeys in
cocadas—the time between doses of
coca.” Cocaine speeds time along:
Louis Blériot, the first man to fly across
the English Channel, made his trip
with a bottle of Mariani’s tonic. Oth-
er drugs, depressants, have the effect of
slowing time, concentrating the tem-
poral in impossibly attenuated mo-
ments. How to Stop Time, Marlowe ti-
tles her book on heroin. Octavio Paz
made the connection between drugs
and time when he wrote, in Alternat-
ing Current, “The ultimate meaning
of the use of drugs in our time is thus
clearer now: it is a criticism of linear
time and a nostalgia for (or a presen-
timent of) another sort of time.”

To the question of why writers, who
rely on the perspicacity of their minds
for their livelihood, have been consis-
tently attracted to chemicals that blunt
their mental faculties, Paz’s insight of-
fers one compelling answer. Early in
their lives, people who become writers
tend to experience intensely the joy of
forgetting oneself utterly in reading, of
losing hours and days to that particu-
lar form of concentration. Drugs allow
them to recapture that pleasurable fo-
cus, sating, for a period, their nostalgia
for “another sort of time,” specifically
a child’s version: contracted, frozen,
escapist. I know of only two non-drug-
induced analogues to the concentrat-
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ed time experienced in childhood. One
is that rare hour when I am able to
block out all adult anxieties and, in
the effortless way reserved for children,
submit entirely to the book I'm reading.
The other is in the act of writing itself.

Drugs do frequently induce fits of
yearning—for an idealized Orient of
opium dens, for the heady sixties, for
smoke-filled jazz clubs, for a simpler
time when it seemed risky and excit-
ing to smoke hash or try ecstasy. The
reasons are twofold. First, drugs are so
interwoven into our cultural history
that doing them, as with any rite o rit-
ual, inevitably recalls other, older drug
rituals: eating magic mushrooms with
friends invokes, say, the shamanic cer-
emonies of the Pacific Northwest. Sec-
ond, drugs produce similar and pre-
dictable results (this is a prime
component of addiction), thus creat-
ing a kind of manifest continuity alien
to our normal lives. Because drugs in-
terrupt the unnoticed sequence of our
daily existence, taking them has, often,
the quality of an event. They are at
once a part of and apart from the reg-
ular grind. Getting high feels new and
unexpected and, at the same time,
old, like something one read when
one was young.

“Ever since I read De Quincey in
my early teens I'd planned to try opi-
um,” writes Ann Marlowe. One of the
disappointing lacunae I noticed in both
Walton and Plant is that they never
talk about the drug books of my own
youth, which were tempters before they
were guides: Jim Carroll’'s The Basket-
ball Diaries; Hunter S. Thompson’s Fear
and Loathing in Las Vegas; the sad pages
of Go Ask Alice, the anonymous story
of a teenage hippie girl’s madness-in-
ducing trip into substance abuse; Tom
Wolfe’s The Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test;
Robert Stone’s Dog Soldiers; even Bret
Easton Ellis’s Less than Zero. Taken to-
gether, these books do not constitute a
zenith of literary achievement; they
have varying aesthetic value. What is
certain is that their authors did not
represent drugs primarily as a means of
exploring and expanding conscious-
ness, of plumbing the soul, or of at-
taining mystical knowledge. Each of
these stories is less reflective than re-
portorial. As a romantic chiefly inter-
ested in the exploratory side of the drug
experience, Plant could hardly be ex-

pected to fasten on to such examples of
sheer escapism. And although escapism
is in no way anathema to Walton’s sen-
sibility, his book doesn’t exactly partake
of “our so-called high culture,” the his-
tory of which is the history of narcot-
ica. Still, judging by his epigraph this
is what Walton set out to write. Ad-
mirable as these books are, they fail in
one important respect: they never try
to tell us what connects Baudelaire or
Freud with the greasy-haired fourteen-
year-old who drops a hit of window-
pane acid at the mall and then spends
the rest of the night drinking beer and
smoking pot with friends in a local
parking lot. Apologies to Nietzsche,
but that is the history of narcotica—
how clever goats stumbled upon sub-

. stances that for aeons were as com-

monplace as garbage; how these goats
made us believe for a time that these
substances were special and could make
us special; and why it is that the goats
have left the herd and all we see is
garbage. "
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Test Anxiety
Bush Flirts With Resuming Nuclear Testing

by Jeffrey St. Clair

In the first few months of the Bush administration, international treaties have been falling
faster than old-growth trees. The rebuke of the Kyoto global warming accord grabbed the
headlines, but there have been a slate of others: the convention on small arms trade, the
chemical and biological weapons treaty, the international ban on whaling, and the
Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty. Now the Bush administration wants to end the moratorium on
testing nuclear weapons and junk the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.

Bush fumed against the test ban treaty repeatedly during his campaign, alleging that it
undermined national security. Since the election, Bush has remained stubbornly mute on
his personal position on resuming nuclear tests. (The current moratorium on nuclear
testing was put into place as a pre-election ploy by his father in 1992.) But Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and Vice President Dick Cheney have been less coy. Both
have argued that the United States needs to resume nuclear testing to ensure the
reliability of the Pentagon's nuclear weapons cache.

This is an old canard. The only parts of the nuclear stockpile likely to deteriorate are the
non-nuclear components, which already are regularly tested and evaluated by the
weapons teams without encroaching on the terms of the treaty. "All non-nuclear parts to a
weapon can be extensively lab tested and replaced as needed--if needed at all," says Jay
Coghlan, director of NukeWatch. "The nuclear parts, specifically plutonium and
surrounding high explosives, have been found to actually achieve greater stability with
age."

The purported rationale for the U.S. nuclear stockpile, which now totals some 12,000
nukes and 10,000 plutonium pits (or triggers), is deterrence. Coghlan suggests that the
real interest of the testing faction isn't to assure reliability, but to shift to more tactical uses.
“U.S. nuclear weapons are certainly reliable in the sense that they are sure to go off," he
says. "The concern that the military has with reliability is that weapons are not only
guaranteed to go off, but explode close to design yield. This is important not for mere
deterrence, but for nuclear warfighting."

One of the great myths of the Clinton era was that Clinton supported total abolition of
nuclear testing. In fact, Clinton authorized a series of so-called subcritical nuclear tests
and a number of other nuclear programs that quietly flouted the test ban treaty--which he
simultaneously heckled the Senate for failing to approve. The Bush administration, of
course, has no intention of seeking approval for the test ban treaty from the Senate,
where it has languished for more than two years. But its top arms control negotiator, John
Bolton, undersecretary of state for arms control and international security, has determined
that the administration can't unilaterally withdraw the treaty from consideration. The
Senate has two options: It can approve the treaty by a two-thirds vote, or it can send it
back to the president for renegotiation through a simple resolution, which requires only a
majority.

wysiwyg://35/http://www.commondreams.org/views01/0825-07 htm
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Currently, 161 nations have signed onto the treaty, and 77 nations have ratified it,
including the rest of NATO. For the treaty to go into effect, it must be approved by 13 other
nations. The other holdouts include China, India, Pakistan, North Korea and Israel. But
this renegade status doesn't seem to have deterred Bush in the least. indeed, the
president has loaded the top levels of his administration with full-blooded nuclear hawks,
including Defense Department flacks Douglas Feith, Richard Armitage and Paul
Wolfowitz, all of whom have railed against the limitations of the test ban treaty.

The most fanatical of the brood may well be Jack Crouch, Bush's pick for assistant
secretary of defense for international security policy. In the mid-'90s, Crouch, then a
professor at Southwest Missouri State, wrote a series of articles attacking the test ban
treaty and the testing moratorium. He also argued that the United States should deploy
nuclear weapons in South Korea and consider using them against North Korea if they did
not accede to U.S. demands to drop their nuclear and biological warfare programs.
Crouch reiterated his support for nuclear testing and his opposition to the test ban treaty
during his confirmation hearings before the Senate Armed Services Committee. "l think
that considering the resumption of testing is something that the administration ought to
consider," Crouch said.

Consider it they are. Shortly after taking office, the Bush crowd heard from an advisory
committee that had just completed a study on the “reliability, safety and security" of the
U.S. nuclear arsenal. The panel was headed by John Foster, former director of Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory, who now serves as an adviser to TRW, one of the nation's
top defense contractors. The Foster group urged the administration to begin taking steps
to resume testing as quickly as possible and to begin training a new crop of weapons
designers who could develop "robust, alternative warheads that will provide a hedge if
problems occur in the future."

Even though most other nuclear scientists disagree, Foster, a protégé of Edward Teller,
dismissed computer modeling as a substitute for real nuclear explosions. "There are a
number of underground tests we can't reproduce,” Foster told a gathering of weapons
designers at the National Defense University in June. "We have these enigmas."

For Foster the answer to every enigma seems to be a nuclear explosion. He argues that
the U.S. nuclear arsenal is aging and growing ever more unreliable. The average age of
nukes in the U.S. weapons stockpile is 18 years, which Foster claims is six years older
than their intended design life. "They will be many times their design life before they are
replaced," Foster said. "We have opened some of the warheads and found some defects
that are worrisome."

Using the Foster report as an excuse, in June the Bush administration instructed the
Department of Energy to study how to shorten the time it takes to prepare nuclear tests at
the Nevada Test Site, the 1,350-square-mile bombing range 65 miles northwest of Las
Vegas. Currently, the DOE says it will take at least 36 months to resume testing. But
hard-liners in the Bush administration, such as Gen. John A. Gordon--director of the
National Nuclear Security Administration, a shadowy wing of the DOE that manages
nuclear weapons research, development and testing--want this time reduced to less than
four months. “We are conducting an internal review on how we can improve significantly
our readiness posture to conduct a nuclear test, should we ever be so directed," Gordon
testified before the House. "This is not a proposal to conduct a test, but | am not
comfortable with not being able to conduct a test within three years."

The move to truncate the readiness period for tests exposes yet another double-standard
in the Bush administration's foreign policy. As the Pentagon moves ever closer toward
resumption of testing, Secretary of State Colin Powell continues to chide India and
Pakistan about dire consequences if either nation conducts new nuclear tests. "The
Nuclear Security Agency's site readiness effort will unfortunately send exactly the wrong
message to other would-be testers and test ban treaty hold-out states, including India,
Pakistan and China," says Daryl Kimball of the Coalition to Reduce Nuclear Dangers. "It
leaves the door open to a global chain reaction of nuclear testing, instability and
confrontation in the future."
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However, the rising anxiety over the Bush administration's frank talk about resuming live
testing of nuclear weapons may serve to distract attention from a more ominous venture:
the development of a new class of nuclear weapons systems. Most of the action these
days is in the innocuous sounding Stockpile Stewardship Program. The stated intent of
the program was to maintain an “enduring" arsenal of nuclear weapons and components.
But that mission has discreetly changed. Now the Pentagon and the DOE talk about the
"evolving” nature of the stockpile. Evolving is a code word for improving. The nuclear labs
are busy turning old nukes into new ones.

During testimony before the House, Gordon groused that for the past decade the
Pentagon had not been able to actively pursue new weapons designs. He said he wanted
to "reinvigorate" planning for a new generation of "advanced nuclear warheads." "This is
not a proposal to develop new weapons in the absence of requirements," Gordon told the
committee in a gem of Pentagon doublespeak. "But | am now not exercising design
capabilities, and because of that, | believe this capacity and capability is atrophying
rapidly.”

Gordon wasn't being entirely truthful. The Pentagon and its weapons designers have been
busy quietly crafting a variety of new weapons over the past decade. In 1997, they
unveiled and deployed the B61-11, described as a mere modification of the old B61-7
gravity bomb. In reality, it was the prototype for the "low-yield" bunker blasting nuke that
the weaponeers see as the future of the U.S. arsenal.

The testing issue may be a kind of political bait-and-switch designed to garner more
money for the Stockpile Stewardship Program. The gambit goes likes this: If you won't let
us test the weapons, you've got to appropriate more money. Lots more. “The nuclear
testing issue is a kind of red herring," says Greg Mello, director of the Los Alamos Study
Group. "All discussion of possible 'nuclear testing' as the problem distracts attention from
the real work of the complex, which does not need nuclear testing for 80 to 90 percent of
its work. 1t is a form of blackmail.”

Instead of pursuing disarmament, the big prize for the weapons labs has been the lavishly
funded Stockpile Life Extension Program, an array of projects designed to stretch out the
operational life of existing weapons for at least another 30 years. Currently, four major
nuclear weapons are undergoing major upgrading under SLEP: the B61, known as a
"dial-a-yield" bomb with a yield of 10 to 500 megatons; W76, the warhead for the
Minuteman 1l ICBM with an explosive power of 170 kilotons; the W80, a warhead for
cruise missiles; and the W87, a warhead for the Peacekeeper ICBM. The Pentagon wants
another 11 systems modified.

These developments subvert the Pentagon's own official policy, signed by President
Clinton in 1994, calling for “no new nuclear weapons production.” The weaponeers at the
Pentagon and the DOE are very touchy about the way they talk about these new bombs,
being careful to speak in euphemisms like "reliability” and "safety" and “stewardship" of
the "stockpile." "Energy Department managers have been sensitive to the hypocrisy in this
program,” Mello says. "The DOE honchos have even suggested that, given the political
environment, the use of the word 'warhead' may not be acceptable.”

There's a reason that the Pentagon and the labs have fixated on the idea of producing a
new line of low-yield nukes: They can be redesigned and deployed without a new round of
underground tests. And that may be a big part of the bait-and-switch approach, with the
Pentagon arguing that since they were prohibited from testing new weapons, they were
forced to retool old ones into the new mini-nukes favored by the Bushies--nukes that are
geared not for deterrence, but for use against recalcitrant regimes.

But just because there's a push to build mini-nukes doesn't mean that the hawks have
forgotten the big ones. According to the Bush squad, Russia still remains a threat and a
justification for maintaining a robust strategic arsenal of bombs capable of leveling large
cities. In this spirit, the Navy is teaming up with the Los Alamos and Sandia labs on a
project called the Submarine Warhead Protection Plan. The labs and the Pentagon are
desperate to protect their bomb-making mission, and they've done a good job of keeping

wysiwyg://35/http://www.commondreams.org/views01/0825-07 htm

RO 1045 AM



“est Anxiety: Bush Flirts With Resuming Nuclear Testing wysiwyg://35/htip://www.commondreams.org/views01/0825-07 im

the new schemes funded, including upgrades of several of the nuclear packages for
Trident submarines. Los Alamos is also working on the development of new systems that
will allow older "air-burst"” weapons to be converted into bombs that explode close to the
ground, thus becoming what Rear Adm. George P. Nanos delicately refers to as
"hard-target killers "

Beyond these pursuits, a host of other weapons design programs are up and running
coast-to-coast, including: the insanely expensive National Ignition Facility at Lawrence
Livermore; plutonium pit factories; pulsed power plants; dynamic radiography facilities;
tritium production plants; magnetized-target fusion research; an advanced facility
designed to generate 3-D movies of imploding nuclear pits. These are the
multibillion-dollar research toys of the modern weapons designer.

In the end, the nuclear game always comes down to one overriding obsession: money.
For the past 50 years, the nuclear programs of the Pentagon and allied agencies have
been among the most extravagantly funded and sacrosanct items in the federal budget.
During the height of the Cold War, annual federal spending on nuclear weapons programs
averaged about $4 billion in today's money. The fiscal year 2002 budget proposed by
Bush earmarks $5.3 billion for DOE nuclear programs, a figure that will almost certainly be
generously boosted by Congress. Indeed, New Mexico Sen. Pete Dominici, the
Republican guardian of the Los Alamos and Sandia labs, vowed in July to hold the entire
federal appropriations bill hostage unless spending on military programs, including nuclear
weapons research, was substantially hiked.

In the political economy of nuclear weapons, enough is never enough. Endless expansion
is the relentless logic of a monopoly protected by secrecy. "The nuclear weaponeers want
it all," says Marylia Kelley, director of Tri-County Cares, a Livermore watchdog group.
“This remains true regardless of who is president."
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W e, the undersigned, extend our deepest sympathy to the victims of the September 11th terrorist attacks. We call on our elected
leaders to respond with the utmost wisdom—and restraint—to these acts. We must bring the guilty to justice, but we cannot kill
innocent men, women, and children. To do so would betray our deepest values. Such a course of action could very easily draw us into a
spiral of violence that would truly destroy our security, undercut our humanity, and damage our democracy far more than could any terrorist
act. To lure us into a vengeful response may well have been a goal of the attackers. We must resist this temptation. No terrorist attack from
the outside, however severe, can destroy America. Only a betrayal of our core values could do so. For this reason we must also be especially
careful to protect the constitutional rights of all Americans—especially Arab-Americans, who are now vulnerable to unwarranted accusation,
discrimination or worse. We need to strengthen civil liberties, not abridge them. If we wish to be a truly great democracy, secure from fear,
we must have the courage to lead the world in the paths of justice, not those of violence.
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CALL your elected officials and
request that they conduct public forums
to hear your concerns before committing
the nation to more violence. Insist that
they meet and engage publicly with their
constituents regarding the full range of
issues involved. If you have already called,
consider visiting their offices to convey
your concerns.

SR
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Senator Jeff Bingaman Join Nobel Peace Prize
119 E. Marcy Street recipient Sir Joseph Rotblat

(202) 224-5521 (505) 988-6647

Senator Pete V. Domenici
120 S. Federal Place (Post Office bldg.)
(202) 224-6621 (505) 988-6511

Representative Tom Udall
811 St. Michael’s Drive, Suite104
(202) 225-6190 (505) 984-8950

on Saturday, October 13,
at 7:00 pm at Los Alamos
High School’s Topper
Theater. Dr. Rotblat, the only scientist
to leave the Manhattan Project on ethical
grounds, will speak on “The Quest for
Global Peace.”

For more information, to sign the petition, or to help pay for this and future ads, please contact:

Los ALAMOS STUDY GROUP, 212 East Marcy, Suite 10, Santa Fe, NM 87501 + 505-982-7747 « info@lasg.org » www.lasg.org
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The Assoclated

Mourners attended a candle}

11 has prompted an array of perspectives

Square, The tragedy of Sept

ion

ght vigil just after midnight on Sept. 15 in New York City’s Un

on.

Ienceb to forceful military act

101

pond, from nonv|

on how the United States should res



By Blake Trask

ept, 1 1, 2001 is a day our nation

will forever remember. Now, we

can choose to follow a path that

demonstrates justice and world

- leadership, or we ean venture down an op-
posite path that kills to set an example for
all other terrorists who seekto doharmto
our pation. .

e *I‘heeeattack,s,camedoutbyasmaﬂ :

‘number of determined individuals, consti-

tute a Crime, not a war. 'I‘hebombmgm ’
“ Oklahoma City was considered a crime, .
and, until now, all other like-ininded acts
of destructioni carried out by terrorists have
been treated as a judicial matter. No defini-
tivé difference exists between Oklahoma

' Citya"ndSept.-ll towanantthecxieeof
war.

Even if the émotions of our leaders de-
termine that this i is
OPPOSING VIEWS @ war, bheroispo -
. . clear enemy to
PleaseseePage 2. fioht The many
T - bellicose state-
ments calling for war from Washington —

©a warwﬁhqut a nation state or any other
" recognizable political entity—are mis-

“guided and dangerous. We have never be-- .

fore fought agdinst such an amorphous- .
- concept — “térrorism,” a word for which
.. no internationally held definition exists.
War agairist a concept is not only dan-
gerous becatise of its ambiguity but also
because 1t sets no clear line for victory. The
< United States vilified Saddam Hussein
* during the Gulf War, and in many ways

matwarWasagamstthatonenmn,bmme -

measure for success rested with the deféat -
of the Iraq1 army. Now, our leaders have
set in otion a war to extermiinate terror-

"ism — an jmpossible task, with neither an -
endnora definable target:

More needs fo be understood before the -

United States embarks on a mission of re-

. m‘mv'swuue

) orgmizationbasethantaFe.

| wwwlasgong.

Traskisﬂrereg’;ona!economistwmme
LosAlamosswdmeup,anucieaf
weapons poficy; research and education

N

.TAPN

To leam moreabomtheLosNamos
Study Group, visit its Web site at.

TocotmnemtoTheTribmeonmls
‘topic, please write: Letters to the editor,
The Albuguerque Tribune, P.O. Drawer T,
Abuquerque 87103, Faxusat823_3689

_-Emaiusat.lette«s@abqtﬂ)m

venge. U.S. foreign pohcyhas bred much
ofthlshatted, andpaxtofwhatweowex—

* petiencing is a “blowback,” or backlash, -

from previous U.S. foreign policy. .
Obvxously;ustxce;sreqmedforﬁxevxc—

. tims and for our nation, butso is a pro-ac- .
tive foreign policy in the Middle East that

is less meddlesome and hypocritical. The

. United States misst avoid the follies of past
- . policies that alternately attenipted to build

up-and tear down Arab regimes thiat were
equallyoomxpt.AcoordmgtoTbeEcono-

. mist, even the notion of jthad — a word

that now terrifies us — was brought back

-after 1,000 years of temission with Amesi-

can ehicouragement during the Soviet-
Afghan conflict.
" The above reasons are not excuses for_ -

.'themspeakableactsofte.rrorcoxmmtted

on our soil. Instead, they are necessary de-
tails in the'caleulus of our just and deliber-
ateTesponse. A clearer understanding of
the USS. mlemﬂxchﬁddleEastlsmmm

tive to dvoid future blowbacks causing fur- '

theractsofdes&ucﬁonsuchasthosethat

»ocmuredonSeptll

Smce the attack, our nation has held a

© ASanta Fe group has gathered more than 3,000 srgnatures ona petltlon asking
Congress to support )ustlce Wlthout Vlolence for the Sept 11 attacks Here is its case.

tremendous amount of international pohu-

cal capital from our friends and enemies,
An attack against innocent civilians to
squelch an invisible enemy willnoten- - -

‘courage this good will from so many dis-

parate sources to continue. Qnly if we act

“with a strong sense of justice will we most

effectively set an example that.contradicts
the flawed assumptions of the angry mili-
tants who attacked us.-

Mindful of this critical juncture, volun-
teers-and staff from the Los Alamos Study
Group, a nuclear weapons policy research
and education organization based in Santa

- Fe, set up publicevents that encouraged

discussion about the terrorist attacks.
Out of thiese meetings came the idea fora
petition that appeals for justice, restraint,

- rcial tolerance and a strengtheping of civil

h’berﬂesmrecponsctoﬂ;eaﬂacks on Sept.
11. It calls for our nation to stay true to its

. core values and to avoid rash incidents of
. retaliation. Most inportant, it calls fot the

United States to lead, not through fear and
violence, but by a determination to bring
those guxlty of this horrible crime to jus-
tice.

’ Through local dxscuss:on and debate

about national and international issues, we K
can actively voice our opinions to New

. Mexico’s congressional delegation,

More than 3,000 citizens have signed

 this petition for restraint. We now ask our

congressional delegation to step back and
to understand that our nation is at a cross-
roadsmhlstoxy Wemustiakethepaﬂxto—
ward;justice and world leadership. We

- must avoid the path that leads toward the -
“deaths of innocent civilians in-anunde- .
" fined and conﬁ:smg war. -

Thus, we ask our national leaders to let

our response be a product of the decency
* that makes us a couritry that is willing to

gneve — and let us answer that grief with

. justxce not blind, unquectxonmg revenge.
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Nobel Winner To Speak About Peace

Journal Staff Reports

IN BRIEF

Nobel Peace Prize winner Sir Joseph Rotblat is scheduled to speak at 7 p.m. Oct. 13 in Los Alamos on
"The Quest for Global Peace."

Rotblat will speak at Topper Theater and his appearance is sponsored by the Los Alamos Study Group.
Admission is free.

A Peace Prize recipient in 1995, Rotblat, a Polish-born physicist, worked on the Manhattan Project that
created the first atomic bomb, according to the New York Times Almanac. He has since campaigned for
the eradication of nuclear weapons.

The Nobel Committee granted him the award as a signal of protest to France and China for their
continued nuclear weapons testing.

1ofl 11/3/05 2:37 PM
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Inside each are several “criticali-
ty bays,” the special rooms housing
the critical assembly machines.
Some . machines have flowery
women's names like “Godiva.” Oth-

ers are more perfunctory, like

“Planet” or “Flattop.”

In the scenario announced last
month, the facility would be moved
to a mesa in the heart of the labora-
tory. The criticality bays would be
positioned four .stories into the
mesa, with control rooms located

above them. Generous amounts of.

concrete and steel, along with some
space, would contain the radiation.
Criticality experiments generate

large bursts of radiation that quick- .

ly dissipate, Nicholas said.

The assemblies are used to train
nuclear inspectors to calibrate radi-
ation-detecting equipment,
Nicholas said, and miost important-
1y.to study just when and how vari-
qus nuclear materials will spark a
nuclear chain reaction or “go criti-

cal”

Problem reports

According to -a lab report pre-.

pared three years ago, the latest
available, such experiments are
“vital to support the nuclear mate-
ials handling and weapons design
activities at Los Alamos nuclear
facilities and within the DOE com-
plex.”

But the facility has some prob-
lems, Nicholas said, and she’s not

the only one to say so. The buildings .

are old, “older than any of us”
Nicholas said. They lack air condi-
tioning, among other things, but are
also 50 years behind the latest
nuclear protection technology.
Because they lie at the bottom of
a canyon, several miles from the
lab’s other nuclear facilities, they
are also expensive to protect, about
$12 million a year, according to

EDDIE MOORE/JOURNAL

IN A CANYON: Nancy Jo Nicholas, physiclst and deputy manager at Technical Area 48 of Los Alamos Nation-
al Laboratory, outside the facility that the lab may relocate.

DOE information from 2000.

- Even at that, security around the

site -has . suffered some. - notable
stumbles. In'a mock terrorist attack
staged in 1997, U.S. Army Special

Forces acting as terrorists pene-’

trated the facility and made off
with enough nuclear materials to
make a bomb, which they pulled
behind them in a garden cart.

Then again last October, lab secu-
rity .forces reportedly suffered a
second defeat in mock battle. The
lab refuted the report, but Peter
Stockton, a former high-ranking

Energy Department administrator -
under then-secretary Bill Richard- -

son, said the security forces were
defeated.

A report to be released Tuesday

‘by the Project on Government

Oversight said security at 10 of the
nation’s nuclear weapons research
and production facilities is poor.
The report devotes about 50 of its
200 pages to-Los Alamos lab and
strongly suggests TA-18 is not ade—
quately defended..

According to selections of the
report obtained by the Journal, a
security team appointed - by
Richardson visited the lab in sum-
mer 1999 and recommended TA-18
be shut down immediately.

The report cites other problems
with the facility and cited several
other safety audits that concluded
the area needed stronger protec-

tibn.
Challenge to secure

The lab does not deny that TA-18
is old, expensive and in the sum-
mertime, at least, uncomfortably
hot. Indeed, many at the lab, includ-
ing Nicholas, say they want to move
the facility as much as any critic.

But they take issue with accounts
that the facility is poorly protected.
According to the head of Protection
Technology Los Alamos Protective
Force, the security firm hired to
protect the site, and a Los Alamos

spokeswoman, TA-18 would be .

tough to take over.
Jack Killeen, general manager of

p To Move Nuclear Testmg Mach1ne§'

Protection Technology Los Alamos

aretired Air Force colonel and for-

“mer commander of Alr Force secu-

rity forces, said the several hun-
dred troops who make up the force
are better trained than police SWAT
teams and the soldxers who guard
military bases.

The troops are armed with

_ machine guns, a standard side arm

and have access to several other
specialty’ weapons, which Killeen

would not disclose due to security

concerns.” The - force patrols the
entire lab but focuses special atten-
tonon the lab’s three nuclear facil-
ities, including TA:18. Their vehi-
cles range from ‘Ford’SUVs for
street . patrols - and armored
Humvees with machine gun twrrets

and special tires that function even -
-completely deflated.

Killeen agreed that from a defen-

- sive: point.of view, TA-18 isn’t an

ideal location and requires more
manpower to defend than a better-
located facility. But the protective
force dedicates the manpower
needed; the area is well-defended
and the nuclear materials housed
there are safe, he said.

Lab spokesworman . Nancy
Ambrosiano said the force-on-force
exercises the guards participate in

" are not set up to have a clear win-

ner, rather they are staged to point
out weak areas in the guard force.
The exercises are conducted regu-
larly, and regardless of the two
well-publicized problem exercises,
the overwhelming majority of such
training only demonstrates  the
guard forces’ readiness.

In addition, the troops are regu-
larly tested by DOE for physical fit-
ness and shooting accuracy and
routinely score above the 90th per-
centile.

Public comment

All readiness aside, Richardson
settled the matter of what to do with

. sense.

the facility in Apnl 2000 when h.“e
announced - that work at TA- 18
would be moved elsewhere by 2004
Even then, Richardson said he
wanted the work to stay at’ Ijo§
Alamos lab. .
Hence, the announcement ir
tember to move the facility. ..
Local critic Greg Mello, of h}e,
Santa Fe dlsarmament-advocaey
organization "Los Alamos “Studs
Group, questioned why the ]
needs such a facility at all.” .
Mello said the desire to keep the
machines — and keep them zit Los
Alamos — was due in part to.tra
tion, but also for the nation t§XKeep.
one foot in nuclear weapons dggign,
particularly designing so-called

- “mininukes,” or low-yield miclear

weapons.
The nation is currently notgiayel-
oping any mininukes. .
“If the purpose of TA-18

secret, but they are,” Mello s&j
Stockton also questioned w3 the
agency chose Los Alamos todgcate
the facility when the Nevadamiest
Site, where the facility woulfihave
been located at the Device A5%Em- -
bly Facility, .might make*iore .

“Clearly, the only sane andiSensi-
ble alternative is to moveyiti to
Nevada, he said. “It’s the ck@ﬁést
and most secure.”

The DOE’s envu'onmental' study
did not include cost mformat
a new facility. ;

The Energy Department
yet made a final decision gmthe
facility. The public is welcome to
comment on the plan until Oct. 26,
when the official comment period
ends. The DOE is hosting meetings
near the facility examined in the
study to see what people think of
the tentative decision.

The Los Alamos meeting will be
held Oct. 16.




Watchdog Group Pans Security at Lab

/é D\
BY JENNIFER McC :
Journal Staff Writer

The latest chorus in a continiting
debate over security at Los Alamos

National Laboratory criticizes one

part of the lab as vulnerable to ter-
rorists — a report the lab and oth-
ers say is untrue and inflammatory.

The Project on Government

Oversight, anonprofit, Washington,
D.C-based watchdog
released-a report Tuesday criticiz-

ing three elements of the Energy
Department that deal with nuclear’

materials, aniong them Technical

_Area 18 at'Lo_s Alamos, home to -

group,

‘three spec1a1 bunkers des1gned to

. safely contain a nuclear chain reac-

tion. The area is also home to sev-

. eral thousarid . pounds of nuclear
. materials. :

- The report isn't the fxrst time TA- -

18 has weathered criticism on secu-

rity. Two highly-publicized security '
- exercises, in which government

troops act as “terrarists” and try to

:penetrate. the "lab’s ‘guard force,

made headlines in 1997 and 2000
when the “terrorists” overwhelmed
the lab guards at TA-18. -

Former Energy Secretary Bill -
Richardson told the Journal last

month he thinks. securlty at the

~ area is now “first rate.” _ ’
Still, this latest report allegesthe -

Energy Department. is: bullheaded
abgut miaking security upgrades,

which, among other things, casts -

doubt about the safety of nuclear

. materials.

Los Alamos spokesman Kevin

Roark, however, said the report fix--

ates on the 1997 and2000 exercises,
virtually 1gnormg dozens of other

such exercises at TA-18 and else--

where in which lab forces do well.
The exercises are a routine part of

lab securxty training, -he said, and
contrary to reports, they are not set.
up to have clearcut winners or

losers. The last such test was con-
ducted in June, he said, and the Iab
troops performed Well

"“We found the report to be large- :
ly inaccurate and full of language

“we found to be inflammatory and

largely unnecessary,” Roark said,
adding that the readiness of the

- guard force cannot be Judged on

two exerc1ses

The Pro;;ect on  Government
Overmght report said the training
exercises, among other criticisms,
are unreahstlc poorly planned and
may favor the lab force.
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In October 2000, mock terrorists at Los Alamos National Laboratories stole nuclear materials that would
have endangered significant parts of New Mexico and Colorado if they had been detonated. Three years

carlier, a U.S. special-forces team used a Home Depot garden cart to haul from the lab enough weapons-
grade uranium for several nuclear weapons.

An independent report, “"U.S. Nuclear Weapons Complex: Security at Risk," released Tuesday, highlights
these two failed security drills at Los Alamos, calling them examples of vulnerabilities at Department of
Energy nuclear-weapons sites.

In security exercises throughout the United States, DOE security forces have failed to protect facilities
against mock terrorists more than 50 percent of the time, the report states.

The report includes information from more than 12 DOE whistle-blowers, according to The Project on
Government Oversight, a politically independent, nonprofit watchdog organization based in Washington,
D.C.

The report quotes **Science at its Best, Security at its Worst," a similarly critical 1999 report written by
former U.S. Sen. Warren Rudman, and lists Peter Stockton, special assistant to former DOE Secretary Bill
Richardson from 1999 to 2001, as a paid consultant.

A number of groups, however, including the DOE's Office of Independent Oversight, have said exercise
artificialities make security forces appear to be far more capable than they actually are, the report states.

In a May 2000 DOE Inspector General report cited by the group, about 30 percent of LANL security
personnel said they were pressured by supervisors to change or ““mitigate" security self-assessments.

Also, when the Los Alamos security surveys reached DOE oversight personnel in Albuquerque, oversight
personnel changed some of the ratings in 1998 and 1999 without providing a documented reason, the
inspector general's report states.

Tuesday's report criticizes the security at Los Alamos' Technical Area 18, where scientists conduct nuclear
experiments and several small nuclear reactors and tons of uranium and plutonium are housed. The site, at
the bottom of a canyon, is also next to a public highway.

In 1999, a DOE security team recommended that LANL move TA-18 because of its vulnerability to terrorist
attacks, and in April 2000, Richardson ordered TA-18 shut down, the report states.

However, LANL officials did not think security vulnerabilities were serious enough to shut down the facility,
and Richardson ordered a study on the subject instead, Roark said.

Deliberations are continuing, Roark said.
In November 2000, former National Nuclear Security Administration Director John Gordon sent a letter to

LANL Director John Browne threatening to shut down TA-18 after mock forces gained access to nuclear-
reactor fuel during a security exercise, the report states.



Officials have considered moving TA-18 for years, but the site continues to operate as usual, according to
Kevin Roark, LANL spokesman.

LANL officials are confident security is more than adequate at the site, Roark said. *“The protective forces
are well trained, well equipped and highly capable of defending Technical Area 18," Roark said.

Roark said he read the report and found it “*highly inflammatory."

LANL security experienced problems during some training exercises, but the officers are not expected to do
a perfect job every time, Roark said.

“They are opportunities for learning,” Roark said of the exercises.

In the past three years, LANL officials said they have improved security immensely and LANL security
forces' record of protecting against mock attacks is *'much, much better” than 50 percent, Roark said.

Roark said he could not disclose the actual percentage, saying it was classified information.

“Of course, some classification is legitimate, but a good deal of information is classified because it is
embarrassing," the report states.

Cyber-security has also improved after a computer hard drive was lost at the lab in the summer of 2000,
Roark said.

“There's a security help desk, and it used to be the place people called if they couldn't get their computer to
boot up. Now they call and ask, “Should I send this e-mail?" Roark said. **There's a lot more awareness."

The report recommends the nation's nuclear materials, spread out at 10 sites, be consolidated at Kirtland Air
Force Base and the Device Assembly Facility at the Nevada Test Site.

The report also recommends that the DOE increase the amount of money spent on security.

Bureaucratic back-patting and an inability to listen to criticism are the causes of security problems, the report
states.

“'The DOE bureaucracy portrays facilities as being secure and impervious to terrorists and spies when, in
fact, they are not," the report states.

Greg Mello, director of the Los Alamos Study Group, said the report's significance depends on how much
citizens want to defend the nation's nuclear materials.

*“The lab is supposed to make us feel secure, not more vulnerable,” Mello said.
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