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and hydrology; these are spelled out in the Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual 
(Environmental Laboratory 1987). 

Approximately 34 acres (13.8 hectares) of wetlands have been identified within LANL 
boundaries during a survey in 2005 with 45 percent of these located in Pajarito Canyon.  
Dominant wetland plants found in site wetlands include reed canary grass (Phalaris 
arundinacea L.), narrow-leaf cattail (Typha angustifolia L.), coyote willow (Salix exigua Nutt.), 
Baltic rush (Juncus balticus Wildl.), wooly sedge (Carex lanuginose Michx.), American 
speedwell (Veronica americana Schwein. ex Benth.), common spike rush (Eleocharis 
macrostachya Britt.), and curly dock (Rumex crispus L.) (ACE 2005).  Wetlands in the LANL 
region are primarily associated with canyon stream channels or are present on mesas, often in 
association with springs, seeps, or effluent outfalls.  Cochiti Lake and the area near the LANL 
Fenton Hill site (TA-57) support lake-associated wetlands.  There are also some springs within 
White Rock Canyon that support wetlands.  Wetlands in the general LANL region provide 
habitat for reptiles, amphibians, and invertebrates, and potentially contribute to the overall habitat 
requirements of a number of species, including sensitive species (LANL 2004c, DOE 1999a). 

The 1999 SWEIS reported that there were 50 acres of wetlands on LANL.  However, many of the 
outfalls with which these wetlands were associated have been closed or re-routed and the 
wetlands no longer exist.  A further explanation for the difference in wetland acreage found in 
1999 is that the methodology used in the past included as wetlands waters of the United States  
(ACE 2005).  These channel areas were not delineated in the present survey as wetlands since 
they do not meet the criteria of the 1987 Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual 
(Environmental Laboratory 1987). 

During the Cerro Grande Fire, 16 acres (6.5 hectares) of the wetlands on LANL were burned at a 
low or moderate intensity.  No wetlands within LANL were severely burned.  Some riparian 
areas along the drainages also burned during the fire; however, these are not wetlands and are not 
included in the total acres of wetland.  In addition to direct impacts from the fire, wetlands could 
receive increased sediment from stormwater runoff.  While small amounts of sediment from the 
burned areas would enhance wetland growth, large amounts of deposited sediment could 
permanently alter the condition of existing wetlands and destroy them.  The effects of the Cerro 
Grande Fire on LANL wetlands have yet to be fully assessed (DOE 2000f). 

Fire suppression did not result in any direct impacts to wetlands since fire roads or breaks were 
not placed in wetlands.  While construction of stormwater control projects following the fire 
resulted in minor impacts to wetlands (for example, culvert cleaning downstream from TA-18), 
these actions will protect downstream wetlands from erosion (DOE 2000f).  Water retention 
structures built in drainages following the fire could develop wetland characteristics over time; 
however, with the ongoing drought, they have not yet been defined as wetlands (LANL 2006a). 

To date, all or portions of 8 tracts have been conveyed or transferred to Los Alamos County and 
the Department of the Interior to be held in trust for the Pueblo of San Ildefonso (see Table 4–2).  
These tracts contain a total of about 9 acres (3.6 hectares) of wetlands, including stream 
channels.  Although these wetlands are still protected by Federal and state regulations, they are 
no longer under the control of DOE.  To date, there has been no change in the status of these 
wetlands because development has not taken place; however, future development could result in 
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